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Summary 
 
John Moore Heritage Services carried out an evaluation at Littlefields, Croft Road, 
Shinfield, Berkshire (NGR SU 72575 66781). There was one feature (possible pit or 
gully/ditch terminus) that on balance is considered to be natural in origin. Remains of 
modern constructions were found. 
 
 
1 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 Site Location (Figure 1) 
 
The development site is located at the site of Littlefields, Croft Road, Shinfield, 
Berkshire (NGR SU 72575 66781).The site lies between 50m and 54m aOD and is 
currently a garden. Geologically it is situated on Third Terrace Deposits over London 
Clay.  
 
1.2 Planning Background 
 
Planning permission has been granted by Wokingham Borough Council for the 
erection of 4No. four bedroom detached dwellings. A condition relating to 
archaeology has been attached to the permission: 
 

5. No development shall take place within the site until the applicant, or their 
agents or their successors in title, has secured and implemented a programme 
of archaeological work (which may comprise more than one phase of work) 
in accordance with a written scheme of investigation, which has been 
submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The 
development shall only take place in accordance with the detailed scheme 
approved pursuant to this condition.  

 
Reason: To ensure that any archaeological remains within the site were 
adequately investigated and recorded or preserved in situ in the interest of 
protecting the archaeological heritage of the borough. 

 
1.3 Archaeological Background  
 
The site lies in an area of archaeological potential. Previous work within the area has 
provided evidence for activity dating from the prehistoric period through to the 
medieval. Evidence for an Iron Age field system has been recorded at a site to the 
north of Croft Road, just over 100m to the west, whilst excavations within the large 
housing development to the west of the site revealed evidence of Iron Age, Roman 
and medieval activity (information from the Berkshire Archaeology advice note). 
 
2 AIMS OF THE INVESTIGATION 
 
The aims of the investigation as laid out in the Written Scheme of Investigation were 
as follows: 
 
• To establish the presence/absence of significant archaeological remains on the 

site.  
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• To determine the extent, condition, nature, character, quality and date of any 
archaeological remains encountered. 

 
In particular:  
 
• To establish whether any remains associated with the Iron Age, Roman and 

medieval remains relating to those known in the area are present. 
 
 
3 STRATEGY 
 
3.1 Research Design 
 
John Moore Heritage Services carried out the work to a Written Scheme of 
Investigation agreed with Berkshire Archaeology and Wokingham Borough Council.  
 
The recording was carried out in accordance with the standards specified by the 
Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (2014). 
 
3.2 Methodology 
 
Three evaluation trenches, two 20m long, the other 22.5m long, all 1.65m wide were 
excavated across the site by a 7t excavator using a toothless bucket.  
 
Standard John Moore Heritage Services techniques were employed throughout, 
involving the completion of a written record for each deposit encountered, with scale 
plans and section drawings compiled where appropriate. A photographic record was 
also produced. 
 
The work was monitored by Roland Smith of Berkshire Archaeology. 
 
4 RESULTS (Figure 2) 
 
Trench 1 was 14.55m long and 1.65m wide excavated to a depth of 350-440mm down 
to the natural light brown/orange brown sandy loam with frequent stone inclusions 
(1/03). In the top of this was a linear natural feature 1/04. This was c. 480mm wide 
and 60mm deep and irregular in profile (Fig, 2, Section 1.02). The fill (1/05) was 
more clayey than the surrounding material. Just to the south was a sub-circular feature 
1/06 continuing under the NW baulk. It was 1.35m wide and extended 880mm into 
the trench with a maximum depth of 120mm Fig. 2, Section 1.03). It was filled by 
dark brown sandy silty clay with frequent small pebbles (1/07). It did not contain any 
finds and could be a natural feature or a pit or terminal of a small ditch. 
 
The features described above were overlain by a 220mm thick subsoil of light grey 
brown sandy loam with moderate amounts of small to medium sized pebbles (1/02). 
The highest deposit (240mm thick) was mid grey brown silty loam; a topsoil (1/01). 
 
Trench 2 was 21m long and 1.65m wide excavated to a depth of 190-310mm down to 
the natural light yellow brown sandy silt with frequent amounts of sub-angular small 
stones (2/03). This was cut by two small construction features 2/04 and 2/07 for a 
modern recently demolished structure. Overlying these was a 140mm thick subsoil  
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Figure 2: Trenches 1-3 and sections
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deposit of yellow, grey brown clay silt with frequent amounts of small sub-rounded 
and sub-angular stones (1/02). In turn this was overlain by topsoil (2/01). 
 
Trench 3 was 22.75m long and 1.65m wide excavated to a depth of 350-430mm. The 
natural was gravel in a matrix of yellow brown sandy clay (3/03). Cut into this was a 
foundation of two courses of modern brick 3/05. Above this was a 150-250mm thick 
subsoil deposit of grey brown clay silt with frequent amounts of gravel (3/02). The 
topsoil (3/01) was a grey brow sandy silt up to 150mm thick. 
 
Given the conditions the results are considered to be a true reflection of the site. 
 
 
5 FINDS 
 
There were no finds recovered from the evaluation. 
 
 
6 DISCUSSION 
 
The only possible feature encountered during the evaluation was sub-circular in 
shape. While it could be part of a pit or a linear gully/ditch terminus it is considered to 
be a natural feature from its appearance and feel of the fill. This is reinforced by no 
other features (except the natural linear feature and remains of modern constructions) 
or artefacts being found. 
 
 
7 ARCHIVE 
 
Archive Contents 
The archive consists of the following: 
 
Paper record      
Written scheme of investigation   
The project report 
The primary site record 
 
The archive currently is maintained by John Moore Heritage Services and will be 
transferred to a depository when one is available. 
 
 
8 BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
Chartered Institute for Archaeologists 2014 Standards and Guidance for an 

archaeological field evaluation 
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Appendix 1. Context Inventory 

Context Type Description Depth  Width Length  Finds Interpretation Date 

Trench 1 

1/01 Deposit Mid-brown greyish, friable loam 0.24m >1.5m >12.7m None Topsoil Modern 

1/02 Deposit Light brown-greyish sandy loam 0.22m >1.5m >12.7m None Subsoil Modern 

1/03 Deposit Firm, light brown yellowish sandy 
silty loam 

>0.05m >1.5m >12.7m None Natural N/A 

1/04 Cut Linear cut with gradual sloping 
sides and irregular base 

0.06m 0.48m >1.9m N/A Natural linear feature Undetermined 

1/05 Deposit Firm, sandy clay loam 0.06m 0.48m >1.9m None Fill of natural feature 1/04 Undetermined 

1/06 Cut Sub-circular cut with gradual 
sloping sides and irregular base 

0.12m 1m >0.88m N/A Sub-circular feature Undetermined 

1/07 Deposit Friable, dark brown sandy silty 
clay 

0.12m 1m >0.88m None Fill of sub-circular feature 1/06 Undetermined 

Trench 2 

2/01 Deposit Mid-brown greyish, friable loam 0.2m >1.5m >20.3m None Topsoil Modern 
2/02 Deposit Light brown-greyish sandy loam 0.14m >1.5m >20.3m None Subsoil Modern 
2/03 Deposit Firm, light brown yellowish sandy 

silty loam 
>0.02m >1.5m >20.3m None Natural N/A 

2/04 Cut Linear cut with vertical sides >1.1m 0.2m >2m N/A Cut for modern feature Modern 
2/05 Deposit Concrete >1.1m 0.2m >2m None Fill of modern feature 2/04 Modern 
2/06 Deposit Concrete >1.1m 0.2m >2m None Fill of modern feature 2/07 Modern 
2/07 Cut Linear cut with vertical sides >1.1m 0.2m >2m N/A Cut for modern feature Modern 
Trench 3 

3/01 Deposit Mid-brown greyish, friable loam 0.15m >1.5m >22m None Topsoil Modern 
3/02 Deposit Light brown-greyish sandy loam 0.25m >1.5m >22m None Subsoil Modern 
3/03 Deposit Firm, light brown yellowish sandy 

silty loam 
>0.35m >1.5m >22m None Natural N/A 

3/04 Cut Linear cut  >0.07m 0.3m >1.5m None Cut for masonry 3/05 Modern 
3/05 Structure 2 courses modern brick masonry 

structure 
>0.07m 0.3m >1.5m None Masonry Modern 
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