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SUMMARY 

 

John Moore Heritage Services carried out an archaeological watching brief at 

Hinksey Heights Nature Park, Oxfordshire (NGR SP 50177 04498). No 

archaeological deposits or features were encountered.   

 

 

1 INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Site Location (Figure 1) 

 

The development site is located on land to the north-east of Hinksey Heights Golf 

Club and to the south-west of the A34 Southern Bypass Road. The south-east corner 

of the site is approximately 0.7km to north-west of the village of South Hinksey. One 

pond was located in the north of the site (SP 50110 04625) and one in the south (SP  

50336 04403). 

 

The site lies at approximately 63m to 65 aOD and the underlying geology is Oxford 

Clay Formation and West Walton Formation (undifferentiated). No superficial 

deposits are recorded. (http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html). 

 

1.2 Archaeological Background  

 

The area has potential for prehistoric and Romano-British activity. A Bronze Age ring 

ditch is situated c. 210m to the north of the site (HER 12587: SP 50000, 04900). 

Archaeological evidence indicative of an Iron Age to Romano-British settlement 

(HER 15935, 19536: SP 49040, 04240; SP 49900, 04000) was recorded during an 

evaluation (EOX468: SP 49637, 03959) centred c. 625m to the south-west of the site.  

  

Archaeological evidence of medieval occupation is concentrated toward South 

Hinksey south-east of the site and include finds of medieval pottery, and the site of a 

medieval cruck framed building and medieval pits at South Hinksey (HER 6489, 

9353, 16798: SP 50963, 04012; SP 50899, 04061; SP 51000, 04000).  

 

Extant ridge and furrow earthworks suggest that the site lay within an open field 

system during the medieval period. The open field system within the study area had 

been enclosed by the 19th century and historic OS mapping illustrates that the site 

remained in agricultural use throughout the post-medieval period (OA 2019).  

 

 

2 AIMS OF THE INVESTIGATION 

 

The aims of the investigation as laid out in the Written Scheme of Investigation were 

as follows: 

 

 To make a record of any significant archaeological remains revealed during the 

course of any operations that may disturb or destroy archaeological remains. 

 

In particular: 

 

 To record any evidence relating to the Prehistoric and Romano-British periods.  
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Figure 1: Site location
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3 STRATEGY 

 

3.1 Research Design 

 

John Moore Heritage Services carried out the work to a Written Scheme of 

Investigation agreed with Oxfordshire County Archaeological Services (OCAS). 

 

The recording was carried out in accordance with the standards specified by the 

Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (2014). 

 

3.2 Methodology 

 

Standard John Moore Heritage Services techniques were employed throughout, 

involving the completion of a written record for each deposit encountered. A 

photographic record was also produced. 

 

The topsoil was removed from both ponds. Pond 1 was then reduced down to natural 

in the central portion, with the sides being graded up to allow for newt access. A small 

c.2m2 area of pond 1 was not stripped, this was to contain the water, which filled a test 

pit in that location, and which would have flooded the area had it been removed. After 

the topsoil strip for Pond 2 a sondage was excavated at the deepest part of the pond, to 

the maximum 1.5m depth. This showed entirely colluvial deposits, and it was decided 

to reduce the central portion to the top of this deposit, which would form the 

shallowest portion of the pond, with the two deeper areas and the graded up sides to 

be excavated without archaeological supervision. 

 

The resultant spoil from the works was visually scanned, especially for finds relating 

to the prehistoric and Romano-British periods 

 

 

4 RESULTS (Figure 2, Plates 1 & 2) 

 

All deposits and features were assigned individual context numbers. Context numbers 

without brackets indicate features i.e. pit cuts, numbers in ( ) show feature fills or 

deposits of material, while numbers in bold indicate structural features.  

 

The deepest deposit encountered was (4), a compact, light yellow grey clay, with 

occasional moderately sized, sub rounded stone inclusions. The natural (4) was only 

encountered within Pond 1. Above, and visible as patches within (4), was a colluvial 

deposit (3). This was a loose, mid-to-light brown yellow, silty sand, over 0.75m thick 

in Pond 2, and 0.2m thick within pond 1. Deposit (3) contained moderate amounts of 

sub-rounded stone inclusions. Above (3) was subsoil (2), this was a friable-to-

compact, mid-to-light yellow brown silty clay, 0.28m thick, with occasional sub-

angular flint inclusions. Above (2) was the topsoil (1), this was very waterlogged, 

soft, mid-to-dark grey brown, clay silt, 0.22m thick, with occasional to moderate 

amounts of small sub angular stone inclusions. 
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Plate 1: Pond 1 looking south 

 

 

 
Plate 2: Pond 2 looking northeast 

 

Reliability of Results 

The monitored work was undertaken in wet conditions with excellent cooperation 

from site staff, ensuring that the archaeological investigation could be undertaken 

without impediment. 
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5          DISCUSSION 

 

No archaeological finds, features or deposits were observed during works undertaken 

at Hinksey Heights. The natural was not reached within Pond 2, meaning that it is 

possible that archaeology does exist within the footprint of it, however the central 

sondage through colluvial material to the deepest formation level of the pond showed 

that archaeology, if present, would be at a greater depth than that disturbed by the 

pond.  
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