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Summary 

 

The investigation revealed numerous layers of made-ground as well as a number of 

construction cuts. These were all dated to either the late post-medical period or the 

modern period. No early archaeologically relevant contexts were discovered 

throughout the course of this investigation. 

 

 

1 INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Site Location (Figure 1) 

 

The site is located within the grounds of Tithe Barn cottage, off the north-east side of 

Temple lane, south-west of Bisham town centre (NGR SU 8462184858). The site lies 

at an approximate height of 29.1 to 29.9m AOD, sloping westwards towards the river 

Thames. The underlying bedrock geology is composed of Lewes Nodular Chalk 

Formation, covered by superficial deposits of Shepperton Gravel Member-sand and 

gravel. The development site lies within the Scheduled Ancient Monument of Bisham 

Abby; a monastic and manorial complex dating to the 12th century AD.  

 

1.2 Planning Background 

 

Planning permission was granted by the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead 

borough council for the replacement of a conservatory and the construction of a 

garden room following the demolition of the pool room at Tithe Barn Cottage, 

Temple Lane, Bisham, Berkshire, SL7 1RS (17/03988/FULL) (See attached plan). 

Conditions were attached to the permission and Condition 3 stated that: 

 

No development shall take place within the area of archaeological interest until the 

applicant has secured the implementation of a programme of archaeological work in 

accordance with a written scheme of investigation which has been submitted and 

approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. 

Reason: To ensure the continued preservation in situ or by record of any finds in this 

area of archaeological interest. Relevant Policies – Local Plan ARCH2, ARCH4. 

 

The site lies within a Scheduled Ancient Monument (SM 19021, HA 1007934). 

Scheduled Monument Consent was granted, subject to conditions. Condition B states 

that  

 

No Ground works or building works shall take place until the applicant has confirmed 

in writing the commissioning of a programme of archaeological work which will be 

carried in accordance with a written scheme of investigation which will be submitted 

and approved by the Secretary of State advised by Historic England. 
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Figure 1: Site location
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1.3 Archaeological Background  

 

The site is located within the vicinity of three known archaeological monuments, 

though these can all be attributed to the medieval and post-medieval periods.  

 

The name of the settlement of Bisham likely derives from the Old English for an 

unrecorded personal name combined with ham, meaning ‘home, homestead, farm, or 

village’ (Ekwall). The earliest record of Bisham can be found within in the 1086 

Domesday Survey under the name Bistestham (pp 148). According to the Great 

Survey, the land was owned by Henry de Ferrers and contained 8 hides1, 12 ploughs2, 

2 cottages with 2 ploughs of land attached, 26 acres of meadowland, 12 arpent3, a 

church, two slaves4, and 17 villans5. The land was valued at £12.  

 

About half a century later that Bisham Abby, the monastic and manorial complex that 

the site is situated within was built (SM 19021, HA 1007934). The quoted text below 

is taken from the list entry.  

(https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1007934) 

 

The monument includes the remains of Bisham Abbey, a monastic and manorial 

complex located on the south bank of the River Thames. It was founded as a 

preceptory of the Knights Templars during the reign of Stephen (1135-54) and was 

occupied by the order until their dissolution in 1307. In 1337 an Augustinian Priory, 

dedicated to Jesus Christ and St Mary, was founded on the site and the monastery 

remained Augustinian until its dissolution in 1536. It was then briefly refounded in 

1537 as a Benedictine Abbey but again surrendered in 1538, subsequently becoming 

the home of the Hoby family. No trace of the Augustinian priory buildings can 

normally be seen although they are visible as parch marks on the lawns in dry 

summers and therefore are known to survive as buried features. Various parts of the 

original Templar buildings survive, including the great hall of the Templars 

preceptory with its braced rafter roof and screens, stone roofed porch and kitchen 

block. This remains largely intact and is Listed Grade I. Buildings of late medieval 

date which survive and are protected by Listing include a circular dovecote, tithe 

barn and grange (Listed Grade I, Grade II* and Grade II respectively). Earthwork 

remains consist of the surviving part of a surrounding rectangular moat, enclosing an 

area some 300m-400m square. Though most of the moat has been infilled, where 

visible it is up to 10m wide and is steep sided with an earthen inner bank. The age of 

the moat is uncertain, but it is possible that it belongs to the post Dissolution 

occupation of the site. The archaeological remains of timber buildings are known to 

exist within the interior of the site and large amounts of medieval pottery have also 

been recovered from time to time. All modern buildings and structures, Listed 

buildings, roads and metalled surfaces, including new tennis courts and an artificial 

                                                 
1 Hinds is a standard unit of measurement commonly found within the Domesday Survey, valued at c. 

120 acers. 
2 Ploughs is a standard unit of measurement commonly found within the Domesday Survey, valued at 

the amount of land it might take a team of 8 oxen to plough. 
3 An arpent is a standard unit of measurement commonly found within the Domesday Survey to 

describe land occupied by vineyards. 
4 The term slave was used to describe a man or woman who was the property of his or her lord and had 

no lands. 
5 A villans is the term used to describe an unfree peasant who owed his lord labour services (two or 

three days per week) but who also farmed land for himself. Villans were the wealthiest and most 

numerous of unfree peasants. Also called villains or villeins. 
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hockey pitch, are excluded from the scheduling, though the ground beneath is 

included. 

 

In the years subsequent to the construction of the Abby, the settlement of Bisham 

began to appear in other medieval documents, such as the Pipe Rolls and the Feet of 

Fines6. These documents mark the church as being a large property holder in the area 

during this time. This is not a surprising development as the church held a huge 

amount of land, particularly during the medieval periods, and indeed still does, today 

the Church of England is one of Britain’s largest landholders. 

 

Later, during the 15th century, two other listed buildings were constructed within a 

vicinity of site; a dovecot (Monument No 248662), and Tithe Barn (Monument No. 

248667). The dovecote was a moderately sized circular building housing around 550 

dove nests, located around 100m north of the study site. Tithe Barn is even closer to 

the site perimeters. It contained a large aisled building, which was altered in the 20th 

century and currently forms part of the houses connected to the residential building 

currently on site.  

 

The earliest map on record is accurate as of 1875, although it was published at a later 

date (1882 AD). This map clearly places the site within the grounds of the complex at 

Bisham Abby, although the site itself appears to have been occupied by a garden or 

meadow rather than any structures inside the Abby grounds. According to the map, 

the area surrounding the Abbey was predominantly used for agricultural land, 

although there was also a forested area and a few chalk quarry pits. It is also likely 

that there would have been a substantial amount of trade and travel in the area as the 

river Thames, located immediately west of the Abby, would have been continually 

used by barges. This particular strip was obviously especially popular for barges, as 

evidenced by its large and well-documented tow path running along the bank of the 

river.  

 

A Watching Brief was carried out by John Moore Heritage Services (JMHS 2006) at 

The Old Court House, Bisham, during the excavation of footings for a house 

extension on a property located within the environs of Bisham Abbey. Evidence of the 

demolition of a 19th-century building was observed from dumps within the garden 

soils at the site and a large undated pit was found.  

  

Large areas of the monument site are now occupied by the National Sports Centre and 

a variety of other buildings, including private dwellings. However the complex 

contains buildings dating from the 14th century and substantial buried deposits are 

assumed to survive below ground in many areas. A number of small pieces of 

fieldwork have retrieved medieval material including pottery and other artefactual 

evidence from across the site. 

 

2 AIMS OF THE INVESTIGATION 

 

The aims of the investigation as laid out in the Written Scheme of Investigation were 

as follows: 

 

 To determine the existence or absence of any archaeological remains. 

                                                 
6 Both of these are documents pertain to legal issues regarding property and rental agreements.  
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 To determine or confirm the approximate date or date range of the remains, by 

means of artefactual or other evidence.  

 

 To establish whether any remains associated with Bisham Abbey and other 

remains of the monastic and manorial complex are present.  

 

 To determine or confirm the approximate extent of the remains.  

 

 To determine the condition and state of preservation of the remains.  

 

 To determine the degree of complexity of the horizontal and/or vertical 

stratigraphy present.  

 

 To assess the associations and implications of any remains encountered with 

reference to the historic landscape.   

 

 To determine the implications of the remains with reference to economy, 

status, utility and social activity.  

 

 To determine or confirm the likely range, quality and quantity of the 

artefactual evidence present.  

 

 To determine the potential of the site to provide palaeoenvironmental and/or 

economic evidence and the forms in which such evidence may be present.   

 

  To signal to Historic England Assistant Inspector for Ancient Monuments 

(Alex Bellisario) and the County Archaeological Officer where archaeological 

remains are encountered that might not have been reasonably anticipated, in 

order that they may be adequately dealt with.  

 

3 STRATEGY 
 

3.1 Research Design 

 

John Moore Heritage Services carried out the work to a Written Scheme of 

Investigation (JMHS, 2018) agreed with Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead 

borough council.  

 

The recording was carried out in accordance with the standards specified by the 

Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (2014). 

 

3.2 Methodology 

 

The archaeological work took the form of an archaeological watching brief. The 

archaeologist liaised with the construction team in order to maintain a continuous 

presence on-site during the course of all excavations that might potentially disturb or 

destroy archaeological remains. Although this was not always possible as the 

construction team did no always relay their plans for excavations to the archaeologists 

until after the fact when an archaeologist did visit to view the work.  
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The watching brief involved observing the removal of some existing footings and 

floor surfaces, the excavation of new foundation trenches, the excavation of service 

trenches, as well as a few other minor invasive works.  

  

All archaeological features or other archaeological remains were recorded through 

written, drawn and photographic means. Sufficient work was completed on all 

archaeological features in order to date, characterise and record the remains in 

accordance with the project objectives and in line with a sampling strategy (JMHS, 

2018).  

 

Spoil from the excavations was visually examined for archaeological material and 

scanned with a metal detector by the archaeologist.  

 

All structures, deposits and finds were recorded according to accepted professional 

standards, as specified by the Chartered Institute for Archaeologist (2014). And the 

stratigraphy in any sections was recorded, even where no archaeological deposits have 

been identified.  

 

4 RESULTS (Figures 2 and 3) 

 

Multiple trenches and Areas were opened during the course of the watching brief. All 

contexts identified within the site have been described below. Rounded brackets, (), 

denote layers or deposits while no brackets indicate the context is a cut number, and a 

number in bold signifies that the context is composed of masonry; i.e. it is a wall, 

building etc.  

 

4.1 Area 1 (Figures 2 and 3, and Plate 1) 

 

 
    Plate 1: General Shot of Area 1 looking north  
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Figure 3: Plan drawings 1.02, 1.03, 2.02, 2.03 and Section drawings 3.01, 5.01, 6.01, 7.01, 8.01.
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The earliest deposits encountered within Area 1 were a firm mid-dark greyish brown 

sandy loam >0.3m thickness at a height of 29.04m AOD (1014), and a friable mid – 

dark greyish brown, silty clay with no inclusions at a height of 28.91m AOD (1005). 

Both contexts were identified as layers of made ground; it was thought likely that both 

contexts were associated with the same levelling action, and butt against each other. 

Both of these deposits were coved by another layer of modern made ground (1013). 

This consisted of a loose, orange sand with frequent inclusions of modern ceramic 

building material, hereafter referred to as CBM and had a direct stratigraphic 

relationship with four contexts; 1012, 1011, (1009), and (1003). Two of these were 

modern construction cuts; 1012, and 1011, both of which were rectangular in plan, 

with vertically sloping sides, sharp breaks of slope at both the top and base of the 

feature, and a flat base. Both contexts were associated with the construction the walls; 

construction cut 1012 with wall 1004, and construction cut 1011 with wall 1010.  

Wall 1010 was composed of frogged red brick with 2-3 courses of stretcher bond, 

running north-south in the central part of Area 1. This wall was packed with a large 

deposit of mortar on at the eastern extent of the wall. Wall 1004 was almost identical 

in make-up, being composed of frogged red-brick with 2 to 3 courses in a stretcher 

bond pattern. It does however differ from wall 1010 in its orientation, running east-

west, as well as surviving more than a metre longer than wall 1010. These walls 

butted against each other at a 90o angle, and likely formed part of a small out-house 

structure formerly attached to the cottage.  

 

Context (1003) partially covered layer (1013) and is also thought to be a levelling 

layer, possibly associated with either the construction or demolition of the outhouse, 

which remained in the form of 1010 and 1004. This layer of made-ground was made-

up of a friable, dark yellowish brown, clayey silt, with moderate amounts of small 

sub-angular stone inclusions. Covering layer (1003) was deposit (1002), which 

consisted of a compact, light yellowish grey mortar. This may have been the partial 

remains of the floor level for the outhouse previously mentioned. The next context in 

the stratigraphic sequence was deposit (1001); a thin (c. 0.03m) loose, light greyish 

yellow fine sand. This context is also thought to be a levelling layer, almost certainly 

associated with the modern paved surface located directly above this context.  

 

The last context with a direct stratigraphic relationship with the layer of made ground, 

(1013), was another probable levelling layer, (1009) which is thought to be the same 

as context (1001).  This context was composed of a loose, light greyish yellow, fine 

sand with no visible inclusions, and had a thickness of c. 0.05m (29.17m AOD).  

 

Cutting into both context (1009) and (1001) was 1006. This was found to be a 

construction cut associated with the laying of modern services; as such it was typical 

of other modern service cuts being linear with vertically sloping sides, sharp breaks of 

slop at the top and base of the feature and a generally flat base. This cut was filled by 

deposit (1007), a friable, mid-greyish brown, silty clay with occasional sub-rounded 

inclusions. Deposit (1007) was found to contain modern services, somewhat 

confirming the earlier assessment of 1006 as being a cut associated with modern 

services.  
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4.2 Area 2 

 

 
Plate 2: General Shot of Area 2 looking west 

 

The earliest deposit encountered within Area 2 was a layer of modern made-ground 

(2014) at a height of 29.03m AOD. This layer was a friable, mid greyish brown, gritty 

sandy loam with frequent small angular stone inclusions and CBM flecking. The 

deposit was cut by a moderately small linear feature 2013, running east-west across 

the middle of Area 2.  This cut was approximately 2.6m long and c. 0.1m deep and 

was associated with the construction of context 2012, a dividing wall. The dividing 

wall 2012 was constructed of frogged red brick (measuring 110mm x 236mm x 

57mm) and light point mortar, standing 1-2 courses high in a stretcher bond 

formation. Although the brick material was clearly modern, the fact that this wall was 

completely covered by a layer of made ground, (2011), indicates that it had been 

demolished some time ago.  

 

Context (2011) was a layer of made ground which both sealed the dividing wall and 

covered the majority of Area 2. It was found to be composed of a friable mid brown, 

gritty sandy loam, and had frequent small, angular, stone inclusions. This layer is cut 

by a small linear feture running southwest-northeast cross the northwest part of site, 

2010. This feature was associated with the cut of modern foundations for context 

2009; as such its shape was typical to other modern construction cuts, having very 

steeply sloping, regular sides, with sharp breaks of slope at the top and base of the 

feature and a flat base. It was filled by a concreate foundation, 2009, which were light 

brownish grey and included the occasional flint and CBM inclusions. The concreate 

foundation 2009, had a direct stratigraphic relationship with three contexts; (2004), 

(2005), and (2008). Although these three contexts have been attributed different 

contexts numbers, it is likely that all of these contexts refer to the same event and are 
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made up of the same material. The main reasons for believing this is the fact that they 

have all been described identically as friable-compact, mid-yellowish brown, silty 

clay with moderate amounts of modern refuse inclusions, and they have all been 

recorded at a similar height (29.09-29.13m AOD). All of these layers are thought to 

be modern demolition layers, judging by the consistency of modern refuse inclusions. 

Directly above layers (2005) and (2008) was structure 2006. This structure was 

thought to be the remains of a coal store as a large amount of very dark ashy soil was 

found within the structure, (2007). Structure 2006, was constructed with unforged red 

bricks, measuring 106mm by 160mm by 56mm. The remains of the structure were 

one course tall and arranged in a stretcher bond. Context 2006 was found to have a 

shape similar to a single square bracket, ‘[’, though it was likely to be rectangular 

prior to its deconstruction. Context (2007) was found within the confines of structure 

2006. This deposit was composed of a friable, dark blackish brown, sandy, ashy silt 

with no inclusions. This deposit is believed to be related to the use of structure 2006, 

and may be associated with the storage of coal.  

 

Demolition layers (2004) and (2005) were both covered by layer (2003). This context 

was a friable, light greyish yellow, fine sand. This may have been a levelling layer 

associated with the latest modern floor layer. It is cut by 2002, which might be 

associated with a currently demolished structure. Cut 2002 was an irregular sub-

rounded feature, which was very shallow in nature (0.05m). The cut was filled by a 

single deposit, (2001), a loose mid-greyish brown, clayey silt with moderate amount 

of CBM, mortar, and modern refuse inclusions. All of the contexts were covered by a 

thick layer of concreate, associated with the foundations of the latest modern floor 

level.  

 

4.3 Area 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Plate 3: Shot of Area 3 looking north                  Plate 4: Shot of Area 3 looking south 
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The earliest deposits found within the confines of Area 3 were layers (3003) and 

(3007). While both of these deposits were subsoils, possibly associated with the 

landscaping of the current garden space, they had slightly different composition. 

Context (3003) was a friable, mid yellowish brown silty clay with occasional chalk 

flecking, while layer (3007) was a friable, mid-greyish brown silty clay with moderate 

amounts of small sub-angular stone inclusions. These layers were cut by context 

3004. This context was not excavated, and was only minimally exposed by Area 3, 

and not much was discovered about this feature, though due to its position in the 

middle of Area 3, it seemed likely that it was associated with the creation of modern 

garden steps, located in close proximity to this part of Area 3. The context was filled 

by two visible deposits; (3005), and (3006). The earlier of these two deposits was 

context (3006), a loose light greyish yellow gravelly sand with frequent amounts of 

small sub-angular stone inclusions, again possibly associated with the construction of 

the garden steps mentioned above. Context (3006) was partially overlain by deposit 

(3005), a friable mid yellowish brown mixed with dark-mid greyish brown silty clay 

with moderate amounts of charcoal flecking and moderate amounts of small sub-

angular stones. This deposit is likely associated with a deliberate backfill of cut 3004, 

linked to modern landscaping of the garden area.  

 

Context layer (3002) was a sub-soil and covered all of these contexts, and spanned the 

entirety of Area 3. The layer was a friable mid yellowish brown, silty clay, with 

occasional-moderate chalk rubble inclusions. The latest context identified within Area 

3 was layer (3001), a layer of topsoil associated with the current use of the garden, i.e. 

turf. The topsoil was composed of a friable, mid-dark brownish grey, clayey silt, with 

frequent amounts of small pebbles and occasional sub-angular stones.   

 

4.4 Area 4 

 

Two contexts were discovered in Area 4; (01) and (02). The earlier of these was a 

layer of subsoil (02). This layer was composed of a friable, mid-light orangey brown, 

silty loamy sand. It was overlain by a layer of topsoil, (01), which was made-up of a 

friable, dark brown, silty loam.  

 

4.5 Area 5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plate 5: Shot of Area 5 looking east 
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There were only two deposits found within Area 5; (5001) and (5002). The earliest of 

these deposits was (5002). This contest is likely associated with garden landscaping 

and probably dates to the modern or late post-medieval period. This context was 

composed of a friable mid yellowish brown silty clay with moderate amounts of small 

sub-angular stone and occasional chalk inclusions. Layer (5001) entirely covered this 

context, and spanned the entirety of Area 5 and beyond. This context was a layer of 

topsoil associated with the current use of the garden; the deposit was composed of a 

friable, mid-dark greyish brown clayey silt with moderate amounts of small sub-

angular stone inclusions.  

 

4.6 Area 6 
 P 

Plate 6: Shot of Area 6 looking south 

 

The earliest deposit identified within Area 6 was 

a layer of sub-soil (6005). This sub-soil was 

composed of a friable, mid greyish brown silty 

clay, with moderate amounts of small sub-

angular stones and occasional chalk inclusions.  

It was cut by the construction cut for the modern 

paved area, 6008. Construction cut, 6008, was 

shaped fairly typically for many modern 

construction cuts, having vertically sloping regular sides with sharp breaks of slope at 

the top and base of the feature, and a flat base. The construction cut was filled by 

three contexts; (6003), (6004), and 6007. The first of these contexts was deposit 

(6004), a friable, mid greyish brown silty clay with moderate amounts of small chalk 

inclusions - this was likely to be a levelling layer associated with the paved surface 

above. The same can be said of the layer directly above it, (6003), a loose light 

greyish yellow sand. Lying immediately above this was the current paved surface, 

6007, which was constructed using large grey paving slabs separated by lines of grey 

bricks arranged in a basket weave bond.  

 

Cutting into the paved surface was the construction cut for a flower bed, 6002, created 

some time after the paved surface, 6007. This cut was rectangular in shape with 

vertically sloping, regular sides with sharp breaks of slope at the top and base of the 

feature.  It was filled by garden soil, (6001) associated with the current use of the 

ground, i.e. a flower bed. Deposit (6001) was composed of a friable-loose, dark 

Plate 7: Shot of Area 6 looking north 
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blackish brown, silty clay with moderate to frequent amounts of roots and occasional 

small sub-rounded stone inclusions.  

 

The remaining context discovered within Area 6 was layer (6006), which is a layer of 

topsoil. This layer covers subsoil (6005), and butts against the paved surface, 6007, as 

well as its associated levelling layers. This layer of topsoil is a friable, mid-dark 

greyish brown, clayey silt with moderate amounts of small sub-angular stone 

inclusions.  

 

4.7 Area 7 

 

The earliest deposit 

found within Area 7 

was a layer of modern 

made-ground, (7002). 

This layer was 

composed of a friable 

mid yellowish brown, 

silty clay with 

moderate amounts of 

small sub-angular 

stone inclusions. It 

was probably a 

levelling layer 

associated with the 

construction of the 

paved surface located 

above this context, or 

the pool house 

adjacent to it. This 

context has a direct 

stratigraphic link to 

four contexts; 7003, 

7006, 7007, and 7008, 

all of which are cuts 

associated with 

pipelines and other 

services. While all of 

these contexts are 

technically next in the 

stratigraphic sequence 

of the site the fills of 

these cuts indicate that three of these date to the modern period while one 7003 dates 

to the late post-medieval period. 7003 was a cut associated with the construction of a 

large soakaway. As it was not revealed in plan or section it has not been possible to 

record a description of this cut. It was filled by two contexts, the soakaway itself, 

7005, and a deposit associated with the backfill of the cut (7004). While it was not 

possible to fully record, 7005, due to the instability of the structure, it was possible to 

record a description of the backfill deposit, (7004). This context was a friable, mid 

greyish brown clayey silt and was associated with the completion of the soakaway 

7005.  

Plate 8: General shot of Area 7 looking southwest  
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The other three service cuts were filled with a single context as well as a modern 

service; 7006 was filled by deposit (7011), 7007 by (7010), and 7008 by (7009). All 

of which were overlain by a topsoil and a paved area; (7001) and (7012) which butt 

against each other. The topsoil, (7001) consisted of a friable mid greyish brown silty 

clay with occasional small sub-angular stone inclusions. While the paved surface, 

7012, was constructed using large grey paving slabs separated by lines of grey bricks 

arranged in a basket weave bond.  

 

4.8 Area 8 

 

The earliest deposit uncovered in the excavation of Area 8 was context (8004), a layer 

of made-ground. This layer is composed of a friable, light-mid yellowish brown silty 

clay with moderate amounts of chalk, charcoal, and small sub-angular stone 

inclusions. This layer is directly linked with five separate contexts; 8014, 8012, 8005, 

8008, 8016. However, just as in Area 7, although each of these contexts is next 

sequentially on the site matrix, the fills of these cuts indicate that one of them is 

earlier than the rest, 8005, dates to the early modern or possibly late post-medical 

period judging by its fills, 8006. While the rest of the contexts are judge to be modern 

in period.  

 

Context 8005 cuts into the layer of made-ground, (8004), and runs E-W across the 

northern limit of Area 8. Although this cut was not excavated, but only exposed in 

plan, it was possible to identify two contexts filling the feature; a drain and the 

backfill associated with the use of this drain; 8006 and (8007). The drain was found to 

be early modern or possibly late post-medieval in date, and was constructed of red 

ceramic tiles measuring 120mm by 220mm by 40mm laid in a stack bond. While the 

backfill of the feature, (8007), was recorded as being friable, mid greyish brown, silty 

clay with frequent amounts of small sub-angular stone inclusions.  

 

Plate 9: Shot of Area 8 looking southeast 
 

Plate 10: Shot of Area 8 looking north 
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Located near the south-eastern limits of Area 8 was a linear cut running northeast-

southwest, 8014, a cut for a modern service, which truncates the layer of made-

ground, (8004). It was filled by (8015), a friable mid-dark greyish brown clayey silt 

with moderate amounts of chalk and charcoal inclusions. Located in the same area, 

and also truncating the layer of made-ground, (8004), is another cut associated with 

the placement of a service, 8012. This feature was filled by context (8013) a friable 

mid-dark greyish brown clayey silt with moderate amounts of chalk and charcoal 

inclusions which was associated with the use of the service. Also located in the same 

area, and similarly truncating the layer of made-ground (8004) is a cut associated with 

yet another modern service, 8016. This feature has been filled by a deposit (8017) 

associated with the backfill of 8016 and the use of the service contained within. 

Deposit (8017) can be described as a friable mid-dark greyish brown clayey silt with 

moderate amounts of chalk and charcoal inclusions.  

 

In the more central area of Area 8 was another service that truncated layer (8004), 

8008. This cut was also associated with a modern service, though this one is larger 

than the other services described across the limits of Area 8, and it also runs at a 

slightly different orientation, east-west rather than northeast-southwest. It was filled 

by deposit (8009), a friable mid brownish yellow clayey silt with streaks of light 

yellow sand, associated with the use of the service. This context was then cut in turn 

by a water service, 8010. This context runs northeast-southwest and is filled by 

context (8011) which was associated with the use and construction of the service pipe. 

Deposit (8011) was found to be a friable, mid-dark greyish brown silty clay mixed 

with sandy silt. 

 

All of these service cuts and their associated fills were covered by a levelling layer 

which runs across and beyond all the limits of Area 8, (8003). This context was 

composed of a friable mid blackish brown, silty clay with moderate amounts of small 

sub-angular inclusions. Sealing this levelling layer was a loose light yellowish grey, 

sandy cement with frequent amounts of small sub-angular stone inclusions, (8002). 

And last but by no means least covering and sealing all of these contexts is a paved 

surface above, constructed using modern grey bricks arranged in a basket weave 

bond.  

  

4.9 Reliability of Results 

 

This watching brief was undertaken during varied conditions. Given the time of year, 

adequate time was taken to ensure that both the excavation and recording were carried 

out to a high standard on the site. Although it should be noted that the construction 

company occasionally failed to communicate with the archaeologists as to when 

excavations would be taking place. Thus there were instances where archaeologist 

were not able to be present on site during excavations, though they were able to view 

these areas once they had been stripped. Therefore the reliability of the results 

achieved is considered to be moderate.  

 

5 FINDS  

 

The only finds identified as being related to this site were clearly modern in date and 

were therefore not considered to be archaeologically relevant and not retained.  
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6 DISCUSSION 

 

As all of the contexts found on site were dated to the modern or late post-medieval 

periods and are not considered to be of archaeological interest, no further discussion 

of the site was deemed necessary.   

 

7 ARCHIVE 

 

Archive Contents 

 

A Digital Archive is maintained by John Moore Heritage Services (ID 3931) and will 

be made available upon request (to admin@jmheritageservices.co.uk). Digitised 

copies of all the primary records will be made publicly available as appendix to the 

Final Report submitted to OASIS (ID johnmoor1-380287). 
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APPENDIX 2: CONTEXT INVENTORY  
 

Area 1 
        

Context  Interpretations Description Length  Width  Depth Provisional Date Samples Finds 

1001 Levelling Layer 

Loose, light greyish yellow, fine 

sand, with modern refuse scattered 

throughout (ceramic title, brick, roof 

tile, plastic, pottery, and metal 

>4.71 >2.6   Modern - - 

1002 Made-ground 

Compact, light yellowish grey, 

mortar, moderate amounts of CMB 

rubble included  

>0.52 >0.63   Modern - - 

1003 Levelling Layer 

Friable, dark yellowish brown, clayey 

silt, with moderate amounts of small 

sub-angular stones 

>2.06 >0.47 - Modern - - 

1004 
Wall of small 

out-house 

Red brick, LBC frogged bricks, 2-3 

courses, stretcher bond, wall, running 

E-W, with light orange/yellow mortar 

2.8m 0.15m 0.30m Modern - - 

1005 Levelling Layer 
Friable, mid greyish brown, silty 

clay, no inclusions identified 
>0.24 >0.21m >0.06m Modern - - 

1006 

Cut associated 

with Modern 

Service 

Small linear feature, with a sharp 

break of slop at the top, vertically 

sloping, regular sides, with a sharp 

break of slop at the base which was 

flat, running NE-SW 

>2.59 0.39 - Modern - - 

1007 
Backfill of 

modern Service 

Friable, Mid greyish brown, silty 

clay, with occasional small sub-

rounded stones 

>2.59 0.39  - Modern  -  - 

1008 
Wall of small 

out-house 

Entirely covered by light 

orange/yellow mortar, wall, running 

NE-SW 

>0.47m 0.23m  - Modern - - 
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1009 Levelling Layer 

Loose, light greyish yellow, fine 

sand, with modern refuse scattered 

throughout (ceramic title, brick, roof 

tile, plastic, pottery, and metal. 

>2.59 0.24m - Modern - - 

1010 

Wall of small 

out-house 

beneath 1008 

Red brick, LBC frogged bricks, 2-3 

courses, stretcher bond, wall, running 

NE-SW, with light orange/yellow 

mortar 

1.40m 0.22m - Modern - - 

1011 
Cut for wall 

1010 

Linear, with a sharp break of slope at 

the top, vertically sloping, regular 

sides, unknown base and break of 

slope at the base 

1.40m 0.22m >0.3m Modern - - 

1012 
Cut for wall 

1004 

Linear, with a sharp break of slope at 

the top, vertically sloping, regular 

sides, unknown base and break of 

slope at the base 

2.8m 0.2m 0.30m Modern - - 

1013 Levelling Layer 
loose, orange, sand, with frequent 

amounts of modern CBM 
2.8m 1.2m 0.2m Modern - - 

1014 Made-ground 
Firm, mid-dark greyish brown, sandy 

loam 
>5.52 >2.6m 0.2m Modern - - 

         

Area 2 
        

Context  Interpretations Description Length  Width  Depth Provisional Date Samples Finds 

2000 

Levelling Layer 

Ass with 

previous 

Modern floor 

level 

*removed prior to arrival* >5.4m >2.74 - Modern - - 
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2001 

Backfill of 2002 

associated with 

a modern 

service 

Loose, Mid greyish brown, clayey 

silt, moderate amounts of modern 

CBM and general  

>0.98 >0.5 - Modern - - 

2002 
Cut for modern 

pipe 

Sub-rounded irregular rectangle 

shape, not excavated *recorded in 

plan* 

>15m >1.6m - Modern - - 

2003 

Sand blasting 

association with 

construction of 

Modern floor 

surface and 

2000 

Friable, light greyish yellow, fine 

sand, with no inclusions 
>3.24m >2.35 c.0.03m Modern - - 

2004 

Levelling Layer 

Ass with 

previous 

Modern floor 

level 

Friable- compact, mid yellowish 

brown, silty clay, moderate amounts 

of CBM rubble and modern refuse 

inclusions  

1.08m 1.49m - Modern - - 

2005 

Levelling Layer 

Ass with 

previous 

Modern floor 

level 

Friable-compact, mid yellowish 

brown, silty clay, with occasional 

modern refuse inclusions 

>1.61m 2.54m - Modern - - 

2006 

Small structure 

likely associated 

with coal 

storage 

Red brick, un-frogged, 106mm x 160 

mm x 56 mm, bricks cut off along the 

western edge of structure, full bricks 

used along the rest of structure - 

106mm x 160mm x 216 mm, single 

course of bricks remaining in the 

stretcher pattern 

0.7m 0.2m 2.2m Modern - - 
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2007 

Fill of structure 

2006, likely 

associated with 

the storage of 

coal and use of 

the structure 

Friable, dark blackish brown, sandy 

silt, no inclusions 
2.62m 0.71m - Modern - - 

2008 

Likely 

demo/levelling 

layer associated 

with 

construction of 

Modern floor 

layer and 2000 

Friable-compact, mid yellowish 

brown, silty clay, with occasional 

modern CBM and refuse inclusions 

2.63m 1.41m - Modern - - 

2009 
Concreate 

foundations 

Concreate, light slightly brownish 

grey with flint and occasional CBM 

inclusions 

2.7m 0.5m >0.25m Modern - - 

2010 

Cut for 

concreate 

foundations 

2009 

Small linear running ENE-WSW 2.7m 0.5m >0.25m Modern - - 

2011 

Levelling Layer 

Ass with 

previous 

Modern floor 

level 

Firm to friable, mid brown, sandy 

loam, frequent small angular stone 

inclusions, frequent burnt flecking  

4.40m 2.80m c.0.1m Modern - - 

2012 

Fragmentary 

remains of 

dividing wall  

Red brick, with shallow frogging, 

110mm x 236 mm x 57 mm, 1-2 

bricks high, 2 bricks width, possibly 

stretcher bond, wall foundations, 

running N-S. light pink mortar 

2.6m 0.23m 0.12m Modern - - 
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2013 

Cut ass. With 

building 

structure 2012 

linear feature running N-S *not 

excavated* 
2.6m 0.23m 0.12m Modern - - 

2014 Made-ground 

Friable, mid  brownish grey, gritty 

sandy loam, with frequent amounts of 

small angular stones as well as small 

CBM flecking  

4.3m 2.82m >0.1m Modern - - 

 

Area 3         

Context  Interpretations Description Length  Width  Depth Provisional Date Samples Finds 

3001 

Topsoil 

associated with 

current garden  

friable, mid-dark brownish grey, 

clayey silt, with frequent amounts of 

small pebbles and occasional small 

sub-angular stones  

>15.5m >1.2m 0.2m Modern - - 

3002 

Subsoil, 

possibly 

associated with 

landscaping the 

current garden  

Friable, mid-yellowish brown, silty 

clay with occasional- moderate 

amounts of chalk rubble inoculations 

>9m >1.2m 0.54m Modern - - 

3003 

Subsoil, 

possibly 

associated with 

landscaping the 

current garden  

Friable, mid yellowish brown silty 

clay, with occasional chalk flecking 
>3.18m 1.2m 0.34m Modern - - 

3004 

Cut associated 

with the 

construction cut 

for garden steps 

Not excavated, barely visible in Area 

3 
>0.58m 4.10m - Modern - - 
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3005 
Deliberate 

backfill of 3004 

Friable, Mid yellowish brown mixed 

with darker-mid greyish brown, silty 

clay with moderate amounts of 

charcoal flecking and small sub-

angular stone inclusions 

>0.58m 3.96m - Modern - - 

3006 

fill of 3004, 

associated with 

landscaping the 

garden  

Loose, light greyish yellow, gravelly 

sand, with frequent amounts of small 

sub-angular stones 

>0.58m >0.50 - Modern - - 

3007 Levelling layer 

Friable, mid- greyish brown silty clay 

with moderate amounts of small sub 

angular stone inclusions.  

>8.20 >0.58m - Modern - - 

 

 
                   

Context  Interpretations Description Length  Width  Depth Provisional Date Samples Finds 

1 Garden Soil  
Friable, dark brown, slightly loamy sand, 

with rare small stone inclusions 
>15m >0.6m 0.35 Modern - - 

2 Subsoil 
Friable, mid-light orangey brown, silty 

loamy sand, rare small stone inclusions 
>7m >0.6 >0.05 Modern - - 

        

         
Area 5 

        

Context  Interpretations Description Length  Width  Depth Provisional Date Samples Finds 

5001 Garden soil 

Friable, mid-dark greyish brown, clayey 

silt, with moderate amounts of small sub-

angular stone inclusions 

>4.83 >1.13m 0.27m Modern - - 

Area 4 
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5002 

Subsoil possibly 

associated with 

garden 

landscaping  

Friable, mid yellowish brown, silty clay, 

modern inclusions of small sub-angular 

stones and occasional chalk inclusions 

>4.83 >1.13m 0.27m Modern - - 

         

Area 6 
        

Context  Interpretations Description Length  Width  Depth Provisional Date Samples Finds 

6001 
Soil associated 

with flower bed 

Friable-loose, Dark blackish brown, silty 

clay, moderate- frequent amounts of small 

sub-rounded stone inclusions 

>0.56m >0.32m >0.48m Modern - - 

6002 

Cut associated 

with 

construction of 

flower bed 

Regular rectangular shape in plan, with 

sharp breaks of slope, and regular 

vertically sloping sides *not fully 

excavated therefore the base is not 

known* 

>0.56m >0.32m >0.48m Modern - - 

6003 

Levelling layer 

associated with 

construction of 

6007 

Loose, light greyish yellow, sand with no 

discernible inclusions 
>5m >0.3m 0.14m Modern - - 

6004 

Levelling layer 

associated with 

construction of 

6007 

Friable, mid greyish brown, silty clay, 

with moderate amounts of small chalk 

inclusions 

>5m >0.3m >0.4m Modern - - 

6005 

Sub-soil 

associated with 

current garden 

Friable, mid-greyish brown, silty clay, 

with moderate amounts of small sub-

angular stone inclusions and occasional 

chalk inclusions 

>2.23 >0.42 >0.43 Modern - - 
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6006 

Topsoil 

associated with 

current garden 

Friable, mid-dark greyish brown, clayey 

silt, with moderate amounts of small sub-

angular stone inclusions 

>2.23 >0.42 0.17m Modern - - 

6007 
Modern paved 

surface 
Large grey paving slabs with occasional 

bricks, facing plan, smooth finished stones 
>5m >0.3m 0.12m Modern - - 

6008 

Cut associated 

with 

construction of 

paved surface 

6007 

Large, irregular, angular shape in plan, 

with a sharp break of slope at the top, 

vertically sloping, regular sides *not fully 

exposed and the base of this feature is 

unknown* 

>5m >0.3m >0.66m Modern - - 

 

Area 7 

        Context  Interpretations Description Length  Width  Depth Provisional Date Samples Finds 

7001 

Topsoil 

associated with 

modern garden  

Friable, mid-greyish brown, silty clay, 

with occasional small sub-angular stone 

inclusions 

>1.6 >0.51m 0.35m Modern - - 

7002 

Subsoil/ 

levelling layer 

associated with 

7012 and 

surface of 7001 

Friable,  mid-yellowish brown, silty clay, 

moderate amounts of small sub-rounded 

stone inclusions 

>12.9m >0.79 0.43m Modern - - 

7003 
Cut for late 19th 

century services 

Linear, with a sharp break of slope, 

regularly vertically sloping sides, with a 

sharp break of slope at the flat base 

>0.75m 1.34m >0.9m Late 19th century - - 

7004 

Fill of 7003, 

likely deliberate 

backfill 

Friable, mixed mid greyish brown, clayey 

silt, with no inclusions 
>0.75m 1.34m >0.9m Late 19th century - - 
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associated with 

7005 

7005 Soakaway 
Large soakaway, appeared to be active 

when it was discovered 
>0.3m >0.72m unknown Late 19th century? - - 

7006 
Cut for modern 

Service  

Linear, with a sharp break of slope, 

regularly, vertically sloping sides, with a 

sharp break of slope at the flat base 

>1.08 0.04m 0.3m Modern - - 

7007 

Backfill of 

modern Service 

2006 

Friable, mid-greyish brown, silty clay, 

with occasional small sub-angular stone 

inclusions 

>1.08 0.04m 0.3m Modern - - 

7008 
Cut for modern 

Service  

Linear, with a sharp break of slope, 

regularly, vertically sloping sides, with a 

sharp break of slope at the flat base 

>0.77m 0.2m 0.34m Modern - - 

7009 

Backfill of 

modern Service 

2008 

Friable, mid-greyish brown, silty clay, 

with occasional small sub-angular stone 

inclusions 

>0.77m 0.2m 0.34m Modern - - 

7010 
Cut for modern 

Service  

Linear, with a sharp break of slope, 

regularly, vertically sloping sides, with a 

sharp break of slope at the flat base 

>0.4m 0.11m 0.68m Modern - - 

7011 

Backfill of 

modern Service 

2010 

Friable, mid-greyish brown, silty clay, 

with occasional small sub-angular stone 

inclusions 

>0.4m 0.11m 0.68m Modern - - 

7012 Paved area 
Large grey paving slabs with occasional 

bricks, facing plan, smooth finished stones 
>12.2m 0.51m 0.11m Modern - - 
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Area 8 

Context  Interpretations Description Length  Width  Depth Provisional Date Samples Finds 

8001 
Modern Paved 

area 

Standardised red bricks formed in a 

double basket weave bond, with light 

greyish mortar,  c 0.22 m x 0.12m x 0.08m 

>14.88m >0.72m 0.08m Modern - - 

8002 

Modern 

levelling layer 

associated with 

construction of 

8001 

Loose, light yellowish grey, sand, with 

frequent amounts of small sub-angular 

stone inclusions 

>14.88m >0.72m 0.1m Modern - - 

8003 

Modern 

levelling layer 

associated with 

construction of 

8001 

Friable, mid-blackish brown, silty clay, 

with moderate amounts of small sub-

angular stone inclusions 

>14.88m >0.72m 0.17m Modern - - 

8004 

Made-ground 

likely associated 

with the 

construction of 

8001 

Friable, light-mid yellowish brown silty 

clay, with moderate amounts of chalk, 

charcoal, and small sub-angular inclusions 

>14.88m >0.72m 0.08 Modern - - 

8005 

Cut for post-

med or early 

modern drain  

Linear feature with a sharp break of slope 

at the top, regularly vertically sloping 

sides. *not fully exposed, base unknown* 

>0.32m 1.38m >0.38m 
Post Med- Early 

Modern 
- - 

8006 
Post-Medieval 

or Modern Drain 

Red brick and titles, Bricks: 120mm x 

220mm x 400mm, Tiles: 220mm x 80mm 

x 100mm, Stack bond, with light 

yellowish grey mortar bonding material 

>0.5m 0.33m >0.4m 
Post Med- Early 

Modern 
- - 
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8007 

Backfill of 

8005, associated 

with 

construction of 

8006 

Friable, Mid-greyish brown, silty clay, 

with frequent small sub-angular stone 

inclusions 

 

>0.32m 1.38m >0.38m 
Post Med- Early 

Modern 
- - 

8008 

Cut associated 

with the 

construction of a 

modern service 

Linear feature with a sharp break of slope 

at the top, regularly vertically sloping 

sides. *not fully exposed, base unknown* 

 

>4.80m >0.25m >0.32m Modern - - 

8009 

Backfill of 

8008, associated 

with the laying 

of a modern 

service 

Friable, mid-brownish yellow, clayey silt 

with streaks of light yellow sand, 

occasional small sub-angular stone 

inclusions 

 

>4.8m >0.25m >0.32m Modern - - 

8010 

Cut associated 

with the 

construction of a 

modern service 

Linear feature with a sharp break of slope 

at the top, regularly vertically sloping 

sides. *not fully exposed, base unknown* 

 

>0.44m 0.06m >0.13m Modern - - 

8011 

Backfill of 

8010, associated 

with 

construction of a 

modern service 

Friable, mid-dark greyish brown, silty 

clay, and sandy silt, with no inclusions 

 

>0.44m 0.06m >0.13m Modern - - 

8012 

Cut associated 

with the 

construction of a 

modern service 

Linear feature with a sharp break of slope 

at the top, regularly vertically sloping 

sides. *not fully exposed, base unknown* 

 

>0.45m 0.12m 0.18m Modern - - 
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8013 

Back fill of 

8012, associated 

with the 

construction of a 

modern service 

Friable, mid-dark greyish brown, clayey 

silt with moderate amounts of chalk and 

charcoal inclusions 

 

>0.45m 0.12m 0.18m Modern - - 

8014 

Cut associated 

with the 

construction of a 

modern service 

Linear feature with a sharp break of slope 

at the top, regularly vertically sloping 

sides. *not fully exposed, base unknown* 

 

>0.4m 0.13m 0.19m Modern - - 

8015 

Backfill of 8014 

associated with 

the construction 

of a modern 

service 

Friable, Mid-dark yellowish brown, silty 

clay, with occasional sub-rounded stone 

inclusions 

 

>0.4m 0.13m 0.19m Modern - - 

8016 

Cut associated 

with the 

construction of a 

modern service 

Linear feature with a sharp break of slope 

at the top, regularly vertically sloping 

sides. *not fully exposed, base unknown* 

 

>0.41m 0.1m 0.15m Modern - - 

8017 

Backfill of 8016 

associated with 

the construction 

of a modern 

service 

Compact-friable, mid-dark greyish brown 

with frequent amounts of sub-rounded 

stone inclusions 

 

>0.41m 0.1m 0.15m Modern - - 
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