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SUMMARY 

 

John Moore Heritage Services carried out an archaeological watching brief on the 

north side of Byes Lane, Silchester, Hampshire (NGR SU6249560821). No 

archaeological materials, features or deposits were observed during the ground 

reduction for the building footprint and excavation for foundations. 

 

 

1 INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Site Location (Figure 1) 

 

The site is located on the north side of Byes Lane, Silchester, 109.7m east of the south 

junction of Byes Lane and Little London Road (NGR SU6249560821 centred).  

 

The site lies at approximately 73m AOD. The underlying geology is London Clay 

Formation. The site is used as a storage yard. 

 

1.2 Planning Background 

 

Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council granted planning permission for the erection 

of 1 no. new dwelling. Due to the archaeological and historical importance of the 

surrounding area a condition was attached to the permission requiring a watching 

brief to be maintained during the course of building operations or construction works 

on the site. This was in line with NPPF (February 2019) and Policy EM11 of the 

Basingstoke and Deane Local Plan 2011-2029. 

 

1.3 Archaeological Background  

 

The site of the proposed new house is located c.17 meters to the north of a linear 

earthwork, one of several such earthworks associated with the Late Iron Age 

precursor of the Roman town of Calleva Atrebatum that is situated c. 2km to the north 

east. This earthwork is a Scheduled Monument (1008727). The archaeological 

potential of a site so close to a Scheduled Monument is sufficient to consider the 

chances of exposing hitherto unrecorded archaeological features associated with the 

nearby earthwork are good. Similar small-scale development in the area over the past 

40 years has provided very useful evidence in understanding the nature of later Iron 

Age and Romano-British activity.1 

 

2 AIMS OF THE INVESTIGATION 

 

The aims of the investigation as laid out in the Written Scheme of Investigation were 

as follows: 

 

 To make a record of any significant remains revealed during the course of any 

operations that may disturb or destroy archaeological remains. 

 

 

                                                 
1 Archaeological background has been obtained from the Historic Environment, Hampshire County 

Council advice note. 
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In particular: 

 

 To identify, investigate at an appropriate level, and record and report on any 

remains associated with the Late Iron Age and Roman activity known in the 

vicinity 

 

3 STRATEGY 
 

3.1 Research Design 

 

John Moore Heritage Services carried out the work to a Written Scheme of 

Investigation agreed with Hampshire County Council Economy, Transport and 

Environment Department, the archaeological advisor to Basingstoke and Deane 

Borough Council. 

 

The recording was carried out in accordance with the standards specified by the 

Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (2020). 

 

3.2 Methodology 

 

Standard John Moore Heritage Services techniques were employed throughout, 

involving the completion of a written record for each deposit encountered, with scale 

plans and section drawings compiled where appropriate. A photographic record was 

also produced. 

 

Monitored works involved excavation of footings trenches for the proposed dwelling. 

There was no excavation for associated services, as these would be situated within a 

layer of made up ground, and below the finished floor level of the dwelling. 

 

The resultant spoil from the works was visually scanned, especially for finds relating 

to the Iron Age and Romano British occupation. 

 

4 RESULTS (Figure 2)  

 

All layers were assigned individual context numbers. Context numbers without 

brackets indicate features i.e. pit cuts, numbers in ( ) show feature fills or deposits of 

material, while numbers in bold indicate structural features.  

 

The lowest deposit encountered was the geological horizon (003); this was present 

throughout the footings trenches, with a maximum thickness of 1.5m. Above the 

natural geology on the eastern side of the site was subsoil layer (002); a compact, mid 

green grey silt clay layer. This contained light rooting and a single ceramic land drain, 

it was found to be 0.46m thick at the eastern end of the excavated area, and petered 

out to nothing 7.5m west of the eastern edge of excavation (Plate 1, Figures 2).  

 

Above the subsoil (002) was a topsoil (001); a loose, mid grey brown clay silt, with 

c.20% sub angular flint, and substantial rooting inclusions. The topsoil was recorded 

to a thickness of 0.35m and was present across site (Plates 1 & 2, Figure 2). 

 

 

 



4Figure 2: Site plan and Sections
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Plate 1: Representative Section 1 facing east 

 

 
 

Plate 2: Representative Section 2 facing west 

 

No finds were recovered during the Archaeological Watching Brief. 

 

Reliability of Results 

 

The monitored work was undertaken in extremely hot conditions with excellent 

cooperation from site staff, ensuring that the archaeological investigation could be 

undertaken without impediment.  

 

5          DISCUSSION 

 

No archaeological materials, features or deposits were found during monitoring of the 

ground reduction for the building footprint and excavation for foundations. 
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6 ARCHIVE 
 
A Digital Archive composed of the most recent version of all digital files is 
maintained by John Moore Heritage Services (ID 4221) and will be made available 
upon request (to admin@jmheritageservices.co.uk).  
 
The archive includes:  

• Digitised primary records 
• Digitised versions of primary drawings 
• Digital photographs 
• Report text files 

 
Additionally, digitised copies of all the primary records and drawings will be made 
publicly available as an appendix to the Final Report submitted to OASIS (ID 
johnmoor1-401665). 
 
7 BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
Chartered Institute for Archaeologists, 2020 Standard and Guidance for 

Archaeological Watching Briefs 
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