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Summary

John Moore Heritage Services carried out an evaluation at Naunton Downs Golf
Club, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire (NGR SP 11856 22989). The evaluation consisted
of 10 trenches and produced evidence of limited archaeological preservation across
the proposal site. Two partial pits (likely horticultural in nature) and one ditch were
revealed. No finds were forthcoming from any of the features sampled.

1 INTRODUCTION
1.1  Site Location (Figure 1)

The site is the east end of the present golf course located just south of the B4068 that
runs to the south of Naunton village (centred NGR SP 11856 22989). The site,
currently in use as a golf course, lies at approximately 200m OD and the underlying
geology is Salperton Limestone Formation.

1.2 Planning Background

Planning permission has been sought from the Cotswold District Council for Erection
of new model stable yard including administrative spaces, stables, welfare and
hay store building, trotting and exercise tracks and gallops. Temporary siting of
1 mobile home. Use of associated land for keeping and training horses
(20/02934/FUL). Due to the potential of the site to contain archaeological remains a
pre-determination evaluation was required.

1.3 Archaeological Background

The following has been reported as part of this application: that in the 1950s a cist
grave and pits were found during ploughing of a grass field. A team from Cheltenham
excavated a small area. A human skeleton was removed from the grave along with
various associated grave goods. Stone floors and stone built air shafts with signs of
burning were exposed by the team. Only photographic evidence was taken and then
the area was recovered with soil.

A site examination by JMHS found that the highest part of the field is just west of Tr
10 and is considered to be the location of the burial. This is covered with trees
(planted during the golf course design)

2 AIMS OF THE INVESTIGATION

The aims of the investigation as laid out in the Written Scheme of Investigation were
as follows:

e To establish the presence or absence of archaeological remains within the site and
the depth of soil deposits that overlie any remains.

e To determine the extent, condition, nature, character, quality and date of any
archaeological remains encountered.

e To determine the extent, condition, nature, character, quality and date of any
archaeological remains encountered.
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e To determine the degree of complexity of any horizontal and/or vertical
stratigraphy present.

e To determine the impact of the proposed development on any remains present.

e In particular to determine whether any further remains of the archaeological
features exist in areas that will be impacted on the proposals.

3 STRATEGY
3.1  Research Design

John Moore Heritage Services carried out the work to a Written Scheme of
Investigation agreed with Gloucestershire County Council Archaeologist.

The recording was carried out in accordance with the standards specified by the
Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (2020).

3.2 Methodology

Ten evaluation trenches, 30m long by 2m wide were excavated across available areas
of the the proposed site of the development.

Standard John Moore Heritage Services techniques were employed throughout,
involving the completion of a written record for each deposit encountered, with scale
plans and section drawings compiled where appropriate. A photographic record was
also produced.

4 RESULTS (Figure 2 and Figure 3)
4.1 Trenches with Archaeology

Trench 2

Within Tr. 2 there was one single, partially exposed pit, 2/04, at the SE end of the
trench. It was 0.42m at its deepest observed point in section and extended over 1m in
length and was 0.8m in observed width. The pit was visible in the subsoil layer during
machine stripping and as such it is very likely that this cut may have been associated
with a small grove of very young trees immediately to the east of this feature. No
finds were recovered. The primary fill was a compact, light brown silty clay with
frequent stone (2/07) some 60mm thick. This was overlain by 40mm thick firm,
reddish brown silty clay with very frequent limestone inclusions (2/06), in turn
covered by 30mm thick firm, reddish brown silty clay with very frequent limestone
inclusions (2/05).

The natural geology was a compact, yellowish light brown silty clay with very
frequent limestone (2/03) covered by a subsoil of friable, mid-light brown clayey silt
(2/02) with friable, mid-dark brown clayey silt with very rare stone inclusions topsoil
(2/01) above.

Trench 5

Within Tr. 5 there were two features. In the southern half of the trench there was an
E-W aligned ditch, 5/04, which had a single fill that was seen to only survive at quite
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a shallow depth, extending only 0.16m deep at its deepest point and some places even
less. The ditch was over 2.5m in length and 0.88m in width at its widest point
observed. It appeared that there may have been a slight curvature at the westernmost
extent of the feature as it exited the limit of excavation, which may indicate a return to
the north. The single fill was a compacted, reddish brown silty clay with rare stone
inclusions (5/05). No finds were recovered.

In the northern half of the trench, there was a partially exposed ovoid pit or possible
terminal end of a ditch, 5/06, which was NW-SE aligned. The single fill of this ditch
was notably absent of inclusions, and was very uniform in texture and consistency
with a highly irregular base cut into the plated limestone geology. In the southern
edge at the break of slope, there was a very round cut, 5/08, which may have been a
stake hole. There was virtually no change in the soil matrix from that within the rest
of the feature, therefore it may also have been a result of rooting or other natural
action. There were no finds produced from this intervention. The fill of these features
was a soft, mid-brown reddish silty clay with no inclusions.

4.2 Trenches with no Archaeology

Trench 1, Trench 3, Trench 4, Trench 6—Trench 10

Eight of the 10 trenches contained no archaeological evidence. They all showed
similar evidence that the current golf course landscaping has reduced superficial
deposits down to just above the sterile natural geological horizon. The exception
being Tr. 8 which was at the base of a slope and had more substantial colluvial
deposition above the natural geology. However, this trench also showed an absence of
any archaeological evidence. These trenches were all recorded in plan with a
representative section (see Fig. 3 for sections), surveyed with GPS (see Fig. 1 for
trench locations) and photographed.

5 FINDS

With the exception of two golf balls found in the turf layer in Tr.1, there were no
finds recovered from any of the deposits or archaeological features encountered
during the evaluation trenching.

6 DISCUSSION

The evaluation trenching revealed that the landscaping for the current use of the area
as a golf course reduced superficial overburden down to the natural geology across
the vast majority of the site, and then was built back up in areas to level or contour the
land. The only features that appear to pre-date the golf course (and subsequent
landscaping or horticultural actions) were seen in Tr. 5 in a shallow-surviving
possible enclosure or boundary ditch, 5/04, and a pit or possible ditch terminus, 5/06.
The slight curvature in ditch 5/04 might indicate that this was a small enclosure,
possibly these two features might be part of the same small enclosure. Unfortunately,
with such shallow preservation and an absence of any material culture, this remains a
stretch with the available evidence. The possible ditch (5/04) may be a natural feature
in the geology.
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7 ARCHIVE

A Digital Archive is maintained by John Moore Heritage Services (ID 4378) and will
be made available upon request (to admin@jmheritageservices.co.uk). Digitised
copies of all the primary records will be made publicly available as appendix to the
Final Report submitted to OASIS (ID johnmoor1-408272).
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Context | Type Description Depth Width Length Finds Interpretation Date

Trench 1

1/01 Deposit | Friable, mid-dark brown clayey silt with very rare | 0.15m >2m >28.5m None Topsoil Modern
stone inclusions

1/02 Deposit | Friable, mid-light brown clayey silt 0.15m >2m >28.5m None Subsoil

1/03 Deposit | Compact, yellowish light brown silty clay with | >0.6m >2m >28.5m N/A Natural
very frequent limestone

Trench 2

2/01 Deposit | Friable, mid-dark brown clayey silt with very rare | 0.2m >2m >28.7m None Topsoil Modern
stone inclusions

2/02 Deposit | Friable, mid-light brown clayey silt 0.3m >2m >28.7m None Subsoil

2/03 Deposit | Compact, yellowish light brown silty clay with | >0.06m >2m >28.7m N/A Natural
very frequent limestone

2/04 Cut Sub-circular with sharp brake of slope at top and | 0.42m 0.8m >1lm N/A Sub-circular pit Undetermined
gradual at base, with flat base

2/05 Deposit | Firm, reddish brown silty clay with very frequent | 0.3m 0.8m >1lm None Upper fill of sub-circular pit | Undetermined
limestone inclusions 2/04

2/06 Deposit | Firm, reddish brown silty clay with very frequent | 0.04m 0.4m >1lm None Middle fill of sub-circular pit | Undetermined
limestone inclusions 2/04

2/07 Deposit | Compact, light brown silty clay with frequent | 0.06m 0.4m >1lm None Lower fill of sub-circular pit | Undetermined
stone 2/04

Trench 3

3/01 Deposit | Soft, dark-brown greyish clayey silt with rare | 0.15m >2m >28.4m None Topsoil Modern
stone inclusions

3/02 Deposit | Friable, mid-reddish brown silty clay with | 0.24m >2m >28.4m None Subsoil
occasional stone inclusions

3/03 Deposit | Compact, yellowish light brown silty clay with | >0.08m >2m >28.4m N/A Natural
very frequent limestone

Trench 4

4/01 Deposit | Soft, dark-brown greyish clayey silt with rare | 0.22m >2m >28.6m None Topsoil Modern
stone inclusions

4/02 Deposit | Friable, mid-reddish brown silty clay with | 0.21m >2m >28.6m None Subsoil
occasional stone inclusions

4/03 Deposit | Compact, yellowish light brown silty clay with | >0.07m >2m >28.6m N/A Natural
very frequent limestone
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Context | Type Description Depth Width Length Finds Interpretation Date

Trench 5

5/01 Deposit | Soft, dark-brown greyish clayey silt with rare | 0.2m >2m >29.2m None Topsoil Modern
stone inclusions

5/02 Deposit | Friable, mid-light brown clayey silt with | 0.34m >2m >29.2m None Subsoil
occasional limestone inclusions

5/03 Deposit | Compact, yellowish light brown silty clay with | >0.03m >2m >29.2m N/A Natural
very frequent limestone

5/04 Cut Linear cut with gradual break of slope at top and | 0.16m 0.88m >2.5m None E-W linear ditch Undetermined
gradual at base, with flat base

5/05 Deposit | Compacted, reddish brown silty clay with rare | 0.16m 0.88m >2.5m None Single fill of linear ditch 5/04 | Undetermined
stone inclusions

5/06 Cut Linear cut with irregular, gradual break of slope at | 0.28m im >1.35m None NW-SE possible ditch | Undetermined
top and base, with irregular base terminus

5/07 Deposit | Soft, mid-brown reddish silty clay with no | 0.28m im >1.35m None Single fill of possible ditch | Undetermined
inclusions terminus 5/06

5/08 Cut Circular cut with sharp to gradual break of slope | 0.13m 0.12m 0.14m None Possible stake hole Undetermined

at top and gradual break of slope at base, with
rounded base

5/09 Deposit | Soft, mid-brown reddish silty clay with no | 0.13m 0.12m 0.14m None Single fill of possible stake | Undetermined
inclusions hole 5/08

Trench 6

6/01 Deposit | Soft, dark-brown greyish clayey silt with rare | 0.25m >2m >28.66m | None Topsoil Modern
stone inclusions

6/02 Deposit | Friable, mid-light brown clayey silt with | 0.18m >2m >28.66m | None Subsoil
occasional limestone inclusions

6/03 Deposit | Compact, yellowish light brown silty clay with | >0.12m >2m >28.66m | N/A Natural
very frequent limestone

Trench 7

7/01 Deposit | Soft, dark-brown greyish clayey silt with rare | 0.22m >2m >29.84m | None Topsoil Modern
stone inclusions

7/02 Deposit | Friable, mid-light brown clayey silt with | 0.15m >2m >29.84m | None Subsoil
occasional limestone inclusions

7/03 Deposit | Compact, mid-brown yellowish clay with rare | 0.18m >2m >26.84m | N/A Natural
stone inclusions

7/04 Deposit | Compact, yellowish light brown silty clay with | >0.17m >2m >3m N/A Natural

very frequent limestone
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Context | Type Description Depth Width Length Finds Interpretation Date
Trench 8
8/01 Deposit | Soft, dark-brown greyish clayey silt with rare | 0.22m >2m >28.5m None Topsoil Modern
stone inclusions
8/02 Deposit | Friable, mid-light brown clayey silt with | 0.4m >2m >28.5m None Subsoil
occasional limestone inclusions
8/03 Deposit | Compact, mid-brown yellowish clay with rare | 0.14m >2m >28.5m N/A Natural
stone inclusions
8/04 Deposit | Compact, yellowish light brown silty clay with | >0.09m >2m >28.5m N/A Natural
very frequent limestone
Trench 9
9/01 Deposit | Soft, dark-brown greyish clayey silt with no | 0.18m >2m >30.2m None Topsoil Modern
inclusions
9/02 Deposit | Compact, mid-brown yellowish clay with no | 0.2m >2m >30.2m None Subsoil
inclusions
9/03 Deposit | Compact, yellowish light brown silty clay with | >0.03m >2m >30.2m N/A Natural
patches of light grey yellowish with no inclusions
Trench 10
10/01 Deposit | Soft, dark-brown greyish clayey silt with no | 0.24m >2m >29.3m None Topsoil Modern
inclusions
10/02 Deposit | Compact, mid-brown yellowish clay with rare | 0.12m >2m >29.3m None Subsoil
stone inclusions
10/03 Deposit | Compact, yellowish light brown silty clay with | >0.01m >2m >29.3m N/A Natural
very frequent limestone
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