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Summary 

 

John Moore Heritage Services carried out an evaluation at Squires Garden Centre, 

Windsor (NGR SU 93462 77057). A total of eight trenches were opened: seven of the 

trenches were 30m long, and one of the trenches was 15m long. The trenches revealed 

extensive modern disturbance relating to the construction of the building and the car 

park, as well as post-medieval to modern services. No archaeological features were 

uncovered.  

 

1 INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Site Location (Figure 1) 

 

The development site is located on the south side of Maidenhead Road, west of the 

junction with A308 Windsor Road, Windsor (NGR SU 93462 77057). The site lies 

between 22-24m OD. The underlying geology is London Clay Formation 

https://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html. 

 

1.2 Planning Background 

 

The Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead has granted planning permission for 

the erection of 30 dwellings including the re-location of existing access along 

Maidenhead Road with associated parking, internal circulation, informal public open 

space, landscaping and related infrastructure (ref. 21/02476). In view of the nature 

and scale of the development and the low likelihood of the potential archaeology, 

should it exist, meriting preservation in situ, field evaluation through trial trenching 

was considered an appropriate initial phase of work in order to determine the 

archaeological potential and levels of previous truncation and the need for any further 

phases of work. 

 

1.3 Archaeological Background  

 

The site lies within the Thames valley, 200m south of the river. It therefore lies over 

the floodplain and gravel terraces which have been a focus of settlement, agriculture 

and burial from the earlier prehistoric period to the present day, as evidenced by data 

held on Berkshire Archaeology’s Historic Environment Record. 

 

Important prehistoric finds, such as a Late Bronze Age spear head (MRW7582 SU 

93740 77160) and Neolithic Flint axes (MRW7603 SU 93846 77314) have been 

recovered from the river, close to the application site. Cropmarks and finds have been 

recorded in a number of fields close to the proposed site, such as a ring ditch at SU 

927 773 (MRW140) and a large collection of stone tools at SU 92700 77100 

(MRW6955). 

 

The above information on the archaeological background has been taken from the 

Berkshire Archaeology Advice Note. 

 

2 AIMS OF THE INVESTIGATION 

 

The aims of the investigation as laid out in the Written Scheme of Investigation were 

as follows: 

https://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html


Ordnance Survey © Crown Copyright 2015. All rights reserved. Licence number 100022432
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Figure 1: Site location
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 To undertake an archaeological evaluation of the site. 

 To establish the presence or absence of archaeological remains within the site and 

the depth of soil deposits that overlie these remains. 

 To determine the extent, condition, nature, character, quality and date of any 

archaeological remains encountered. 

 To determine the degree of complexity of any horizontal and/or vertical 

stratigraphy present. 

 To determine the impact of the proposed development on any remains present. 

 

In particular:  

 

 To determine whether there has been any prehistoric activity on the site. 

 To inform the need for, and scope of, further phases of work to mitigate the 

impact of the development under consideration. 

 

3 STRATEGY 

 

3.1 Research Design 

 

John Moore Heritage Services carried out the work to a Written Scheme of 

Investigation agreed with Berkshire Archaeology (BA) the archaeological advisors to 

the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead (RBWM).  

 

The recording was carried out in accordance with the standards specified by the 

Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (2020). 

 

3.2 Methodology 

 

The evaluation comprised eight evaluation trenches: seven measured approximately 

30m long by 2m wide, and one measured approximately 15m long by 2m wide, which 

were excavated across the proposal site. Trench 4 measured only 27.50m long, due to 

the presence of a live service at the southern end of the trench. The tarmac and 

concrete layers in the location of the trenches were removed prior to the evaluation 

start, down to the hardcore layers below. The trenches were excavated using a 

mechanical excavator with a toothless bucket. 

 

All spoil from these works was scanned visually and with a metal detector, with a 

particular focus on recovering finds from the prehistoric periods. 

 

Standard John Moore Heritage Services techniques were employed throughout, 

involving the completion of a written record for each deposit encountered, with scale 

plans and section drawings compiled where appropriate. A photographic record was 

also produced. 

 

4 RESULTS (Figures 2-5) 

 

The underlying natural geology encountered across the development site consisted of 

a mid brownish orange sandy clay, which contained occasional sub-angular flint 

stones, 10-50mm in size (see Plate 1).  
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Figure 2: Plans of Trenches 1 and 2, and their associated Sections

Archaeological Evaluation
John Moore HERITAGE SERVICES                                                                                                                                                                                           Squires Garden Centre, Windsor. WEMR22
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

0 5 m 

m

m

m

Trench 1

Trench 2

m
m

m
m

m

m

m

(1/03)

(1/03)

(1/03)

(2/03) (2/03)

(2/03)

(2/03)

(2/03)

(2/03)

(2/03)

(2/03)

E493454
N177062

E493455
N177046

E493447
N177029

E493435
N177055

Section 1.01

(1/01)

(1/02)

(1/03)

SW NE

23.60m

Section 1.02

(1/05)

1/04

NE SW

Pipe Plan

Sections

0 2 m

0 5 m 

Plan

Sections

0 2 m

Section 2.01

(2/01)

(2/02)

(2/03)

NW SE

23.61m

(1/05)



C
re

at
ed

 i
n
 Q

G
IS

5
Figure 3: Plans of Trenches 3 and 4, and their associated Sections
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Figure 4: Plans of Trenches 5 and 6, and their associated Sections
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Figure 5: Plans of Trenches 7 and 8, and their associated Sections
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Overlying the natural geology were made ground layers, which varied slightly across 

the development site (see Plate 1). Generally, the made ground deposits ranged in 

thickness from 0.22m to 0.44m, and were a compact mid orangish brown sandy clay 

with frequent building rubble and hardcore inclusions. In places, the clay elements of 

the made ground were discoloured to a bluish grey colour, due to compression. 

Overlying the made ground layers were tarmac and block paving layers, which 

formed the modern carpark, and which varied in thickness from 0.17m to 0.44m. 

 

 
Plate 1. Representative section, S.4.01, showing the geological and manmade layers 

 

Trenches 2, 4, 5, 6, and 8 did not uncover any features or finds of archaeological 

interest. Trenches 1, 3, and 7 contained modern features, which are discussed below 

by trench. Further details of all of the trenches excavated during this phase of works – 

including specific context dimensions and soil descriptions – are presented in 

Appendix 1.  

 

Trench 1 (Figure 2) 

Trench 1 contained a single ditch, with a WNW-ESE orientation, 1/04. Ditch 1/04 had 

a sharp break of slope at the top, and vertical sides, and was filled by a >0.27m thick 

compact mid greyish orange sandy clay, (1/05), which had redeposited natural and 

occasional sub-angular stone inclusions. The base of this feature was not reached as a 

modern ceramic service pipe was uncovered within the feature. 

 

Trench 3 (Figure 3) 

Trench 3 contained a ditch with a NW-SE orientation, sharp break of slope at the top, 

and vertical sides (see Plate 2). The ditch, recorded as 3/06 and 3/08, was filled by a 

friable to compact mid orangish brown sandy clay, recorded as (3/07) and (3/09), 

which contained rare sub-angular pebble inclusions, 10-40mm in size. Two sherds of 

post-medieval pottery were recovered from the fill, along with post-medieval to 

modern ceramic building material. The base of this feature was not reached as the 

feature extended beyond a depth of 1.10m, which meant that further excavation would 

not be safe. It is likely that this feature was also a modern service trench, as the 

feature appears to cut through modern made ground deposit (3/04). 
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Plate 2. Ditch 3/06 

 

Trench 7 (Figure 5) 

Trench 7 contained a modern pit, 7/04, which was sub-circular in shape (see Plate 3). 

Modern pottery and plastic were recovered from the fill of this feature, (7/05), 

therefore the feature was not excavated, but was instead recorded in plan and 

photograph only. Fill (7/05) was a friable mid bluish grey sandy clay. 

 

 
Plate 3. Unexcavated modern pit, 7/04 

 

Reliability of Results 

The machine-stripping of the trenches during the evaluation was undertaken in fair 

conditions, with excellent cooperation from site staff, ensuring that the archaeological 

investigation could be undertaken without impediment. 
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5 FINDS 

 

5.1 Pottery by Paul Blinkhorn 

 

The pottery assemblage comprised 7 sherds with a total weight of 81g. It was all post-

medieval, and mostly modern 

 

The following were noted: 

 

GRE:  Glazed Red Earthenware, 16th – 19th century (Brears 1969). 2 sherds, 

40g. 

HORT: Horticultural Earthenwares, 19th – 20th century. 4 sherds, 22g. 

REFW: White Earthenwares, 19th – 20th century. 1 sherd, 12g. 

 

The pottery occurrence by number and weight of sherds per context by fabric type is 

shown in Table 1. Each date should be regarded as a terminus post quem. The two 

sherds of GRE are fresh and in good condition, and appear to be reliably stratified. 

The modern pottery is of recent, probably 20th century date.  

 

 
  GRE HORT REFW  

Tr Cntxt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

3 7 2 40     16thC 

6 2   1 7 1 12 MOD 

8 2   3 22   MOD 

 Total 2 40 4 29 1 12  

Table 1: Pottery occurrence by number and weight (in g) of sherds per context by 

fabric type 

 

It is not recommended to retain the pottery due to its limited potential for further 

analysis.  

 

5.2 Other Finds by Simona Denis 

 

5.2.1 Faunal Remains 

 

5.2.1.2 Animal Bone 

Two fragments of animal bone, weighing 23.5g in total, were recovered from deposit 

(4/02). The largest item was positively identified as the unfused proximal epiphysis of 

a young sheep/goat femur; possible slice marks were observed. The second item was 

tentatively identified as the radius of a small mammal. 

 

It is not recommended to retain the animal bone due to its limited potential for further 

analysis.  

 

5.2.1.2 Oyster Shell 

One fragmentary oyster shell was found in deposit (3/07), fill of modern ditch 3/06. 

The item weighed 13.2g and was positively identified as a left valve of British Native 

Oyster or European Flat Oyster (Winder 2011). 
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5.2.2 Ceramics 

 

5.2.2.1 Clay Tobacco Pipe 

A single fragment of clay tobacco pipe stem was found in deposit (4/02). It weighed 

4.4g and measured 36mm in length. No decorations or marks were observed; 

furthermore, the fragmentary state of the object precluded any attempt to reconstruct 

the original overall length, or attempt a precise dating. Unmarked stem fragments 

without diagnostic features or decorations have very little dating value, and can only 

generally be assigned to the Post-Medieval period. 

 

It is not recommended to retain the plain clay tobacco pipe stem fragment due to its 

very little potential for further research. 

 

5.2.2.2 Ceramic Building Material 

A small assemblage of 19 ceramic building material fragments, of a combined weight 

of 1160g, was hand-collected during the archaeological monitoring. Although 

extremely fragmentary, the state of preservation of the material was good and allowed 

the identification of type for the vast majority of the fragments. All of the material 

dated to the Post-Medieval to Modern periods. 

 

 
Context Type Fabric No. of 

Items 

Weight 

(g) 

Comments Date 

Range 

3/07 Roof tile Orange-pink 

gritty with 

frequent small 

inclusions 

1 38  Post-

Medieval 

to Modern 

Orange-pink  

sandy with rare 

small inclusions 

4 178 

Orange-pink  

sandy with 

frequent small 

inclusions 

1 38 

3/09 Brick Dark red gritty 

with frequent 

small inclusions 

3 204 1 frogged 

Orange-pink  

sandy with very 

rare small 

inclusions 

1 110  

?Roof tile Orange-pink  

sandy 

1 26 Slightly 

curved 

cross-section 

Red with grey 

core gritty with 

very rage small 

inclusions 

1 62 Slightly 

curved 

cross-section 

Undetermined Orange-pink 

gritty 

1 8  

8/02 Drain pipe Light red sandy 

with very rare 

small inclusions 

6 496 

Total 19 1160  

Table 2. Ceramic Building Material occurrence by context and type 
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The fixing method of the roof tiles remains undetermined. Roof tiles are almost totally 

functional and their characteristics change very little over time; also, good quality 

roof tiles were often reused. Hand-made peg tiles were also commonly used until the 

19th century, when machine-made tiles became popular. Consequently, the potential 

for dating evidence of plain roof tiles remains limited, and only a broad Post-

Medieval or later date can be suggested. 

 

It is not recommended to retain the fragmentary plain tile examples due to their very 

limited potential for further analysis. 

 

5.2.3 Iron 

 

Compacted clay deposits (4/02) and (8/02) contained one iron object each.  

 

The item collected from deposit (4/02) was composed of two conjoining fragments, 

weighing 318g in total. It was made of a strip of a V-shaped iron strip with a slightly 

curved cross-section and heart-shaped fittings at both ends. The item was tentatively 

identified as a handle or fitting.  

 

One iron nail, weighing 10g, was recovered from deposit (8/02). The object was 

severely corroded; however, it preserved its sharp point and T-shaped head, and was 

identified as a possible floor brad.  

 

The iron objects are not recommended for retention due to their poor state of 

preservation and limited potential for further analysis.  

 

6 DISCUSSION 

 

A series of made ground deposits were observed overlying the natural geology, 

demonstrating the geological and manmade processes which formed the landscape of 

the development site. Due to the presence of these numerous made ground deposits, 

there is a high probability that the site was subject to truncation during the 

construction of the building and associated carpark. In addition to this, there is further 

truncation in the form of services running across the site. 

 

The small number of features which were identified can be securely dated to the post-

medieval to modern periods, and were mostly services.  

 

7 ARCHIVE 

 

A Digital Archive composed of the most recent version of all digital files is 

maintained by John Moore Heritage Services (ID Project Number) and will be made 

available upon request (to admin@jmheritageservices.co.uk).  

 

The archive includes:  

 Digitised primary records 

 Digitised versions of primary drawings 

 GPS raw data 

 QGIS files 

 Digital photographs 
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 Report text files 

 

Additionally, digitised copies of all the primary records and drawings will be made 

publicly available as an appendix to the Final Report submitted to OASIS (ID 

johnmoor1-507755). 
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Context Type Description Depth  Width Length  Finds Interpretation Date 

Trench 1 

1/01 Deposit Compact black tarmac, concrete slabs, 

sand levelling, hardcore and plastic 

layers. 

0.26m >2.20

m 

>16.25

m 

None Tarmac, paving and hardcore Modern 

1/02 Deposit Compact mid orangish brown sandy clay 

with frequent sand and hardcore patches. 

0.36m >2.20

m 

>16.25

m 

None Made ground Modern 

1/03 Deposit Friable to compact mid brownish orange 

sandy clay with occasional sub-angular 

flint pebbles, 10-50mm.  

>0.10

m 

>2.20

m 

>16.25

m 

N/A Natural Undated 

1/04 Cut Cut of ditch with a WNW-ESE 

orientation. Sharp break of slope at the 

top and vertical sides. The base was not 

reached as a modern service pipe was 

uncovered. 

>0.27

m 

0.97m >2.11m N/A Cut of service trench Modern 

1/05 Fill Compact mid greyish orange sandy clay, 

with redeposited natural inclusions and 

occasional sub-angular stones, 5-10mm. 

>0.27

m 

0.97m >2.11m Service Pipe 

(Not collected) 

Fill of service trench Modern 

Trench 2 

2/01 Deposit Compact block paving bricks and friable 

yellow sand levelling layer.  

0.41m >2.80

m 

>28.50

m 

None Block-paving and sand levelling layer Modern 

2/02 Deposit Compact mid orangish brown clay with 

occasional ceramic building material and 

hardcore inclusions.  

0.26m >2.80

m 

>28.50

m 

None Made ground Modern 

2/03 Deposit Compact light orangish brown sandy 

clay. No inclusions. 

>0.07

m 

>2.80

m 

>28.50

m 

N/A Natural  Undated 

Trench 3 

3/01 Deposit Compact concrete and foam layers.  0.34m >2.5m >28.50

m 

None Carpark and building foundation Modern 

3/02 Deposit Compact mid  blackish brown silty clay 

with hardcore inclusions, 50-200mm.  

0.23m >2.5m >28.50

m 

None Made ground Modern 

3/03 Deposit Compact mid bluish grey clay. No 

inclusions.  

0.29m >2.5m >28.50

m 

None Made ground Modern 

3/04 Deposit Compact mid orangish brown clay, with 

occasional ceramic building material and 

hardcore inclusions, 50-70mm.  

0.28m >2.5m >28.50

m 

None Made ground Modern 

3/05 Deposit Compact mid orangish brown silty clay >0.13 >2.5m >28.50 N/A Natural Undated 
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with frequent sub-angular stone 

inclusions, 5-75mm.  

m m 

3/06 Cut Cut of ditch with a NW-SE orientation. 

Sharp break of slope at top and vertical 

sides. The base was not reached due to 

depth of feature, and health and safety 

concerns. 

>1.10

m 

0.98m >13.50

m 

N/A Cut of ditch/ service trench Post-medieval to 

Modern 

3/07 Fill Friable to compact mid orangish brown 

sandy clay with rare sub-angular pebbles, 

10-40mm.  

>1.10

m 

0.98m >13.50

m 

Pottery and 

Ceramic 

Building 

Material 

Fill of ditch/ service trench Post-medieval to 

Modern 

3/08 Cut Cut of ditch with a NW-SE orientation. 

Sharp break of slope at top and vertical 

sides. The base was not reached due to 

depth and modern date of feature. 

>0.40

m 

1.05m >13.50

m 

N/A Cut of ditch/ service trench Post-medieval to 

Modern 

3/09 Fill Compact mid orangish brown sandy clay 

with rare sub-angular pebbles, 10-70mm.  

>0.40

m 

1.05m >13.50

m 

Ceramic 

Building 

Material 

Fill of ditch/ service trench Post-medieval to 

Modern 

Trench 4 

4/01 Deposit Compact black tarmac.  0.44m >2.42

m 

>27.50

m 

None Modern carpark Modern 

4/02 Deposit Compact mid bluish grey clay. No 

inclusions. 

0.44m >2.42

m 

>27.50

m 

Pottery, Animal 

bone, Metal 

Made ground Post-medieval to 

Modern 

4/03 Deposit Compact light brownish orange clay. No 

inclusions.  

>0.10

m 

>2.42

m 

>27.50

m 

N/A Natural Undated 

Trench 5 

5/01 Deposit Compact block paving bricks and friable 

light yellowish brown levelling sand.  

0.17m >2.67

m 

>30.02

m 

None Modern carpark Modern 

5/02 Deposit Compact dark blackish brown sandy clay. 

No inclusions.  

0.34m >2.67

m 

>30.02

m 

None Made ground Modern 

5/03 Deposit Compact mid brownish orange clay. No 

inclusions.  

>0.18

m 

>2.67

m 

>30.02

m 

N/A Natural Undated 

Trench 6 

6/01 Deposit Compact black tarmac. 0.40m >2.45

m 

>29.51

m 

None Modern carpark Modern 

6/02 Deposit Compact mid bluish grey clay. No 

inclusions.  

0.22m >2.45

m 

>29.51

m 

Pottery Made ground Modern 
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6/03 Deposit Compact mid brownish orange clay. No 

inclusions.  

>0.06

m 

>2.45

m 

>29.51

m 

N/A Natural Undated 

Trench 7 

7/01 Deposit Compact light pinkish brown hardcore 

and black tarmac.  

0.20m >2.14

m 

>28.70

m 

None Modern carpark Modern 

7/02 Deposit Compact dark bluish grey clay. No 

inclusions.  

0.20m >2.14

m 

>28.70

m 

None Made ground Modern 

7/03 Deposit Compact mid orangish brown clay. No 

inclusions. 

>0.16

m 

>2.14

m 

>28.70

m 

N/A Natural  Undated 

7/04 Cut Cut of unexcavated sub-circular modern 

pit.  

- >0.66

m 

>1.66m N/A Cut of modern pit Modern 

7/05 Fill Friable mid bluish grey sandy clay. 

Unexcavated. 

- >0.66

m 

>1.66m Pottery, Plastic Fill of modern pit Modern 

Trench 8 

8/01 Deposit Compact black tarmac. 0.41m >2.37

m 

>29.49

m 

None Modern carpark Modern 

8/02 Deposit Compact mid bluish grey clay. No 

inclusions. 

0.21m >2.37

m 

>29.49

m 

Pottery, Ceramic 

Building 

Material, Metal 

Made ground Post-medieval to 

Modern 

8/03 Deposit Compact mid brownish orange clay. No 

inclusions. 

>0.16

m 

>2.37

m 

>29.49

m 

N/A Natural Undated 

 

















































































































































































 

Summary for johnmoor1-507755
 

OASIS ID (UID) johnmoor1-507755
Project Name Squires Garden Centre, Windsor
Sitename Squires Garden Centre, Windsor
Activity type Evaluation
Project Identifier(s) 4732, WEMR 22
Planning Id 21/02476
Reason For
Investigation

Planning requirement

Organisation
Responsible for work

John Moore Heritage Services

Project Dates 13-Jun-2022 - 14-Jun-2022
Location Squires Garden Centre, Windsor

NGR : SU 93462 77057

LL : 51.4847529683662, -0.655385026816047

12 Fig : 493462,177057
Administrative Areas Country : England

County : Berkshire

District : Windsor and Maidenhead

Parish : Bray
Project Methodology The evaluation comprised eight evaluation trenches: seven measured

approximately 30m long by 2m wide, and one measured approximately
15m long by 2m wide, which were excavated across the proposal site.
Trench 4 measured only 27.50m long, due to the presence of a live
service at the southern end of the trench. The tarmac and concrete
layers in the location of the trenches were removed prior to the
evaluation start, down to the hardcore layers below. The trenches were
excavated using a mechanical excavator with a toothless bucket.

All spoil from these works was scanned visually and with a metal
detector, with a particular focus on recovering finds from the prehistoric
periods.

Project Results A series of made ground deposits were observed overlying the natural
geology, demonstrating the geological and manmade processes which
formed the landscape of the development site. Due to the presence of
these numerous made ground deposits, there is a high probability that
the site was subject to truncation during the construction of the building
and associated carpark. In addition to this, there is further truncation in
the form of services running across the site.

The small number of features which were identified can be securely
dated to the post-medieval to modern periods, and were mostly
services.

Keywords Ditch - 20TH CENTURY - FISH Thesaurus of Monument Types

Pit - 20TH CENTURY - FISH Thesaurus of Monument Types
Funder
HER Berkshire Archaeology HER - unRev - STANDARD
Person Responsible for
work

G, Griffith
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