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Non-Technical Summary 
An archaeological monitoring exercise (watching brief) was conducted by Network Archaeology 

during groundworks in the churchyard of St John the Baptist Church, Scampton, Lincolnshire, 

between in August 2022.  

The work involved monitoring groundworks during the excavation of two service trenches for 

the installation of a mains water supply and foul water drainage to and from the church 

building, and the construction of a replacement footpath.  

All works were undertaken in accordance with a Grant of Faculty issued by the Diocese of 

Lincoln and an archaeological Written Scheme of Investigation that was prepared by Network 

Archaeology (2022).   

The watching brief recorded a total of three articulated skeletons and large quantities of 

disarticulated human bone. All the human remains were securely and discretely stored in the 

church at the end of each working day, as agreed with the church incumbent. Following 

consultations with the church authorities, all the recovered remains were reburied within the 

churchyard.  

A possible early graveyard boundary was recorded on the same alignment as the eastern wall of 

the church, constructed from reused fragmented limestone. 

Substantial foundations were exposed under the western wall of the church tower. No artefacts 

were recovered from these foundations, and they are assumed to be contemporary with the 

construction of the tower.  
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1 Introduction 
 Purpose of this Report 

This archaeological monitoring report is designed to inform the relevant parties (The Bishop of 

Lincoln’s Registry; Carl Andrews, Soul Architects; Ian Marshman, Archaeological Advisor to West 

Lindsey) of the extent of archaeological remains recorded during the Archaeological Monitoring 

(watching brief) at St John the Baptist Church, Scampton, Lincolnshire (Figure 1). 

The groundworks comprised the excavation of two service trenches for the installation of a 

mains water supply and foul water drainage to and from the church building, and the 

construction of a replacement footpath.  

 Project Background 

1.2.1 Proposed development and planning history  

A planning proposal (143110) was granted to Scampton Village Church Council on 16th July 

2021:  

Planning application for new oak glazed doors to the outer arch of the South porch, replacement 

resin gravel footpath and incoming mains water and foul drainage services.  

Condition 2 of the planning consent states that: 

2. No development shall take place until a written scheme of archaeological investigation has 

been submitted to and approved in writing by the local planning authority. This scheme shall 

include the following: 

1. An assessment of significance and proposed mitigation strategy (i.e. preservation by 

record, preservation in situ or a mix of these elements). 

2. A methodology and timetable of site investigation and recording. 

3. Provision for site analysis. 

4. Provision for publication and dissemination of analysis and records.  

5. Provision for archive deposition.  

6. Nomination of a competent person/organisation to undertake the work.  

7. The scheme to be in accordance with the Lincolnshire Archaeological Handbook 



St John the Baptist Church, Scampton, Lincolnshire  
Archive Report for: Archaeological Monitoring 

 

3 

The work also takes place under a Grant of Faculty, granted to Soul Architects in January 2022 

by the Bishop of Lincoln (Appendix B). 

1.2.2 Location, description, and natural environment 

The site lies to the north of the village of Scampton, to the west of High Steet (B1398), at SK 

94829 79470 (Figure 1). The Proposed Development Area (PDA) consists of the historic 

churchyard; a broadly rectangular plot with an area of approximately 0.33ha. The church itself is 

in use and the PDA contains numerous standing funerary monuments (gravestones) within 

landscaped grounds. 

The bedrock geology is identified as Whitby Mudstone Formation with no superficial deposits 

recorded (BGD 2022). The overlying soils are characterised as slowly permeable and seasonally 

wet loamy clays (Soilscapes).  

 Archaeological Background 

The name of the settlement of Scampton probably includes the Old English personal name 

‘Skammi’ or the Old Norse ‘skammer’ meaning short, and the suffix ‘tun’ meaning a farmstead, 

village, or estate (KEPN 2022). The households listed in the Domesday survey of 1086 include 16 

villagers, 12 freemen, six smallholders and one priest (Open Domesday 2022), suggesting that 

there was a church on the site before the Norman Conquest. The earliest parts of the current 

church are the nave pillars, which date to the 14th  century (Church Heritage Record: 621339). 

The church fell into a state of disrepair in the eighteenth century and was almost entirely rebuilt 

in 1794 with further restoration taking place in the 1870s. The existing structure incorporates a 

church tower dating from the 14th century and a 16th century chancel arch. Scampton’s 

association with the Royal Flying Corps and the Royal Air Force dates back to 1916, and the 

churchyard contains a number of Commonwealth War Graves, together with the graves of nine 

German aircrew. 

The settlement of Scampton has been identified as a shrunken medieval village (MLI52160), the 

remains of which have been obscured by emparkment, housing development and repeated re-

alignment of the road network. Stray finds of thirteenth- to fifteenth-century medieval pottery 

have been recorded and possible medieval earthworks have been identified to the south of the 

village. The church sits within the eastern limit of the eighteenth-century parkland associated 

with Scampton Hall (MLI52155), a now ruined and rebuilt seventeenth-century house.  
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Previous archaeological evidence from Scampton is limited to a series of watching briefs on 

small-scale groundworks, the majority of which did not record any archaeological findings. 

Those that had positive findings included Roman and Medieval stray finds and cut features.  
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2 Results 
 Overview 

Fieldwork consisted of monitoring the excavation of a series of service trenches and a path to 

the south and west of the church (Figure 2). All work was undertaken in compliance with a 

Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) that was prepared for the works (NAL 2022) and with the 

Grant of Faculty for the works (Appendix 2).  

The path was located to the south of the church and was aligned broadly east-west from the 

entrance to the churchyard to the just beyond the porch and entrance. The trench for the 

construction of the path was approximately 53.1m long, 1.9m wide and 0.25m deep. No 

archaeological features or artefacts were recorded within the excavation of the path.  

A service trench for incoming water and outgoing wastewater was excavated in the base of the 

path trench and continued to the west of the church. The service trench was 73.1m long, 0.6m 

wide and 0.6-1.1m deep. A culvert, a possible portion of wall and three skeletons were recorded 

to the south of the church. The three burials were oriented roughly east-west and were 

arranged in a supine, extended position. The burials are summarised in Table 1. 

 Results 

A natural substrate was not encountered at the base of the service trench. The earliest layer 

encountered was a mid-brown layer of silty sand (09) forming the lower level of cemetery soil. 

Layer 09 was excavated to a maximum depth of 0.2m and continued below the formation level 

of the service trench. This was sealed by a mid-yellowish-brown layer of silty sand (05) which 

was 0.7m thick, forming the upper level of cemetery soil. Both these layers contained large 

quantities of disarticulated human bone. 

Layer 05 was overlain by a dark brown silt and turf layer (02) which was between 0.1-0.3m thick. 

The former churchyard path, constructed of pea gravel and sand (01) 0.1m thick, was removed 

to make way for the new path.  

The removal of layers 05 and 07 approximately 1m west of the entrance to the churchyard 

exposed a 3m wide and 0.6m deep cut (04) for a stone topper culvert. Cut 04 was filled with a 

mixed loose light-brown sand (03) topped with concrete (photograph 1 – Figure 2). The top of 

the culvert was resealed as quickly as possible to avoid damage.  
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Cut 08 (photograph 2 – Figure 3) was recorded 6.5m to the south of the southeast corner of the 

church and continued the line of the wall forming the east end of the church. The cut was 

broadly north-south aligned and was 1.4m wide and 0.55m deep, with a concave profile and a 

flat base. The base of the cut was filled with a light-brownish-yellow clayey silt deposit (07) 0.1m 

thick. Above this layer was a single rectangular piece of worked Lincolnshire Limestone (RF1 - 

675mm x 510mm x 160mm – Appendix 3). This was sealed by a mid-brown silty sand deposit 

(06) 0.55m thick. 

The service trench to the south of the church contained three burials (Figure 2) cut into 

cemetery soil layers 06 and 09. Skeleton 1 (Photograph 3 – Figure 3) comprised the remains of 

an adult and was located approximately 1.85m southeast of the church porch. It was found at a 

depth of 0.6m from the top of the trench (21.01m OD), at the base of a grave cut 11. The grave 

was filled with a light-brown silty clay (10). The skeleton was possibly a young male and had 

evidence of a deformed right arm.  

Skeleton 2 (Photograph 4 – Figure 3) comprised the remains of an adult that were located 

directly to the northwest of Skeleton 1. The lower portion of the skeleton below the clavicles 

had been truncated by the grave of Skeleton 1 (11). It was found at a depth of 0.65m from the 

top of the trench (20.96 OD), at the base of grave cut 13. The grave was filled with a loose light-

brown silty clay (12). The skeleton was that of an older adult and exhibited intense wear to the 

molars.  

Skeleton 3 (Figure 3) comprised the remains of an adult, which were located 1.7m west of 

Skeleton 2. It was found at a depth of 0.59m from the top of the trench (21.03m OD), at the 

base of a grave cut 15. The grave was filled with a mid-brown silty clay (14). The skeleton was 

possibly female with signs of osteochondroma on the left distal femur.  

No artefacts or signs of coffins were recovered from the graves. The remains were recorded and 

reburied c. 0.3m deeper than the lowest point of the service trench, to keep them as close as 

possible to their original positions. 

In addition to the graves identified during the monitoring, a fragment of gravestone dated to 

1748 was recovered from beneath layer 01 (Photograph 5). It was recorded by photography and 

then retained by the church. 
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Where the service trench met the west side of the tower, two masonry deposits (16 and 18) 

were recorded (Photograph 6 – Figure 3). The cut for the foundation (19) extended between 2-

2.5m from the west side of the tower and was 0.7m deep with steep sides and a flat base. 

Masonry deposit 18 comprised regular rectangular worked unbonded slabs of limestone 

(500mm x 500m x 150m) laid flat on the base of the cut. Masonry deposit 18 was overlain by 

roughly hewn and coursed unbonded limestone slabs and rubble. These were sealed with a 

deposit of loose mid-brown silty clay (17) which filled the majority of cut 19. 

Table 1: Burials found during excavation 

Skeleton 
No. 

Cut Fill Position Level 
(mOD) 

Depth (m) Age Coffin material 

1 11 10 Supine extended 21.01m 0.6m Adult None 

2 13 12 Supine extended 20.96m 0.65m Adult None 

3 15 14 Supine extended 21.03m 0.59m Adult None 
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 Photographs 

 

Photograph 1: Cut 04 containging stone topped culvert, facing northeast. 

 

Photograph 2: Worked stone (RF1) found within cut 08, facing north. 
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Photograph 3: Remains of Skeleton 1, facing north. 

 

Photograph 4: Remains of Skeleton 2, facing north. 
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Photograph 5: Broken grave slab recovered from underneath layer 01. 

 

Photograph 6: Tower foundations 16 and 18, facing east. 
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3 Conclusion 
The watching brief revealed two ubiquitous layers of cemetery soil covering the entirety of the 

churchyard (05 and 09). Large quantities of charnel or loose, disarticulated bones were 

recovered from these deposits during the groundworks.  

A further three  articulated skeletons were recorded within the churchyard, none of which had 

evidence of coffins or coffin fittings. All human remains were reinterred within the service 

trench by the main works contractor at the request and under the supervision of the church 

authorities.  

The worked stone (RF1 – Appendix 3) discovered to the south of the church was within a 

construction or robber trench. No other stones were recorded within the trench, however, the 

alignment of the feature with the east wall of the church suggests that the stone may have been 

in situ. It may represent an early cemetery boundary, possibly the foundation for a gatepost, 

rather than a complete wall. The stone itself was fragmented, suggesting that it was reused and 

its primary function may have been in the construction of an earlier iteration of the church. 

Substantial foundations were exposed under the western wall of the church tower. No artefacts 

were recovered from these foundations, and they are assumed to be contemporary with the 

construction of the tower.  

This Archaeological Monitoring report confirms that the full programme of archaeological 

monitoring (watching brief) works at St John the Baptist Church, Scampton, Lincolnshire were 

completed as stipulated in the WSI and the Grant of Faculty. 
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4 Archive 
The archive will be offered to the Bishop of Lincolns’ Registry for retention in the Parish archives 

and The Collection, Lincoln. 

Table 2: Archive Quantification 

Archive component Count 

Context registers 1 

Context sheets 19 

Photographic registers 2 

Digital colour photographs 53 

Drawing permatrace sheets (A3) 2 
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Appendix 1 
Context listing 

Context No. Type Fill of / filled by Description 

01 Layer - Existing pathway 

02 Layer - Turf 

03 Fill 04 Backfill of culvert 

04 Cut 05 Cut for culvert 

05 Layer - Upper cemetery soil 

06 Fill 08 Backfill of possible construction cut 

07 Fill 07 Setting for stone 

08 Cut 06, 07 Possible construction cut 

09 Layer - Lower cemetery soil 

10 Fill 11 Fill of grave for Skeleton 1 

11 Cut 10 Cut of grave for Skeleton 1 

12 Fill 13 Fill of grave for Skeleton 2 

13 Cut 12 Cut of grave for Skeleton 2 

14 Fill 15 Fill of grave for Skeleton 3 

15 Cut 14 Cut of grave for Skeleton 3 

16 Masonry 19 Foundation of tower 

17 Fill 19 Backfill of construction cut for tower foundation 

18 Masonry 19 Base of foundation of tower 

19 Cut 16, 17, 18 Construction cut for tower 
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Church of St. John the Baptist, Scampton, Lincolnshire - Architectural 

Stone - Assessment report 

Diana Fernandes, BA MM 

Introduction  

A single architectural stone identified during the archaeological monitoring conducted by 

Network Archaeology Ltd at St John the Baptist Church, Scampton, was submitted for assessment. 

The existent church, a listed building, dates from the 14th century and suffered a considerable 

reconstruction during the 18th century. 

Methodology 

There is no national guidance for the recording, publication or retention and disposal of detached 

architectural masonry. The method adopted here is the one used by Dr Glyn Coppack, who follows 

the late 1970s guidance by the Department of the Environment Directorate of Ancient 

Monuments and Historic Buildings. This approach was continued by English Heritage for the 

recording of loose material for monuments in state guardianship. 

The stone here assessed was fully recorded on site and it is currently held by the church. The item 

was given a unique number and recorded on an excel database, containing information regarding 

its context, type of element, basic description, type of material, overall dimensions, and an 

approximate date. A summary of the recording can be seen in table 1. The stone was 

photographed and is included as part of this report (Figure 1). 

 

Table 3 - St John's Church, Stone Catalogue 

The Assemblage 

The single architectural element was recovered from feature 07. The stone was in alignment with 

the southeast corner of the present church chancel. It represents an incomplete rectangular 

ashlar block, made of Lincolnshire Limestone, with 675mm length, 510mm width and 160mm 

depth. Due to its dimension, the item could not be weighed.  

The block displayed an old fracture on one of its shortest edges and bed. The stone was fully punch 

dressed to a rectangular shape and did not display any visible remains of mortar.  

 

 

Context Feature RF# Object Brief description 
Stone 
type 

Dimensions (mm) Chronology 

8 7 1 
Ashlar 
block 

Large (wall?) block 

with all faces punch 
dressed 

Lincs 
Limestone 

160 x 675 x 510 
Medieval? 

Post-Medieval? 
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Discussion 

The stone recovered from context 08 represents the only architectural element found within this 

context and during this archaeological intervention. It was a heavily punch dressed block, probably 

used as a wall stone, similar to some examples still seen on the present building – which is 

composed of coursed limestone rubble and ashlar dressings. Dating punch dressed stones is 

rather difficult as punch tools were (and still are) commonly employed in masonry works. 

Considering the history of the site and the building itself, the 1086 Domesday survey documents 

that Scampton had households for 16 villagers, 12 freemen, 6 smallholders and 1 priest (Open 

Domesday 2022), implying the existence of a church prior to that date. Nevertheless, the present 

building does not seem to sustain any remains of a previous construction. According to Historic 

England records, the earliest architectural elements found on the current church are dated from 

the first part of the 14th century, but there are also elements from all the following centuries 

(Historic England). Furthermore, the church was subjected to a considerable reconstruction in the 

1794, due to its heavy state of decay, and its size was considerably reduced according to the 

historical sources. There was also a further restoration of the church in the 1870’s (Church of 

England). 

Based on the historical records, allied to the fragmentary condition of the stone and to its ex-situ 

location, it seems plausible that this element is a by-product of the building reconstruction during 

the post-medieval period, and could be interpretatively dated between the 14th – 17th centuries. 

Recommendations 

The architectural stone was fully recorded, and further work is not necessary.  

The stone is currently being held at the St John’s church and it can remain there. Although, in the 

likelihood that further historic building conservation takes place and this block is selected for that 

purpose, the stone should be fully re-dressed to avoid future chronological misjudgements.  
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Figure 1 – Punch dressed ashlar block from context 08 of St John’s Church, Scampton 
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