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Non-Technical Summary 
An archaeological evaluation was conducted by Network Archaeology within the churchyard of 

Holy Trinity Church, Allington, Lincolnshire, over two days in September 2022.  

The work involved the excavation for four 1m x 1m test pits along the route of the existing 

churchyard pathway, in order to inform the methodology to be employed in the construction of 

a proposed new path.  

The four test pits were excavated to a maximum depth of 0.40m in, line with the methodology 

set out in the WSI. Two of the test pits exposed the natural substrate 0.25m below the current 

ground level. The remaining two test pits exposed a cemetery soil containing occasional 

disarticulated human remains and truncated by a possible boundary wall or ditch. Articulated 

human remains were recorded at a depth of 0.40m within one of the test pits.  

Subsequent Archaeological monitoring was undertaken at the site during the construction of a   

footpath and conduit trench between 8th and 16th February 2023. 

All works were undertaken in accordance with a Grant of Faculty issued by the Diocese of 

Lincoln and an archaeological Written Scheme of Investigation that was prepared by Network 

Archaeology (2022). 
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1 Introduction 
1.1 Purpose of this Report 

This archaeological evaluation and monitoring report is designed to inform the relevant parties 

of the potential for archaeological remains at Holy Trinity Church, Allington, Lincolnshire prior to 

the proposed groundworks and any archaeological remains identified during subsequent 

monitoring (Figure 1). 

The evaluation comprised the excavation of four 1m x 1m test pits within the churchyard. The 

monitored groundworks comprised the construction of a new path and parallel conduit trench. 

1.2 Project Background 

1.2.1 Proposed development and planning history 

A planning proposal (S21/1343) was granted to Soul Architects, on behalf of Allington Parochial 

Church Council, in July 2021:  

Planning application for a new Resin gravel foot path from the main entrance to the South  

Porch. New stone and brick steps to access the garden of remembrance. New trench arch 

drainage system. 

Condition 3 of the planning consent states that: 

Before the development hereby permitted is commenced, a written scheme of archaeological 

investigation to include monitoring of all groundworks, with the ability to stop and fully record 

archaeological features, shall have been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local 

Planning Authority. 

The work also takes place under a Grant of Faculty, granted to Soul Architects in January 2022 

by the Bishop of Lincoln (Appendix B). 

1.2.2 Location, description, and natural environment 

The site is located within the village of Allington, to the northwest of Bottesford Road, at SK 

85555 40258. The Proposed Development Area (PDA) consists of the historic churchyard; a 

broadly northwest-southeast aligned rectangular plot with an area of approximately 0.36ha. The 
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church itself is in use and the PDA contains numerous standing funerary monuments 

(gravestones) within landscaped grounds. 

The bedrock geology is identified as Stubton Limestone Beds separated by mudstone with no 

superficial deposits recorded (BGD 2022). The overlying soils are characterised as lime-rich 

loams and clays with  impeded drainage (Soilscapes).  

1.3 Archaeological Background 

The name of the settlement of Allington probably includes the Old English prefix æðeling-, 

meaning a prince or nobleman, and the suffix -tun, meaning a farmstand, village or estate (KEPN 

2022). The settlement is recorded within the Domesday survey of 1086 as under the ownership 

of three lords. The survey lists 73 households comprising 20 villagers, 39 freemen, and 14 

smallholders (Open Domesday 2022). Two churches are recorded within the settlement, 

suggesting that there may have been at least one church on the site prior the Norman Conquest.  

The Church of the Holy Trinity in Allington is a Grade II* listed building (NHLE 1062909). The 

church was constructed around 1150 with the north arcade, comprising four bays, dating to this 

period (MLI30146). The church underwent alterations in the 13th, 15th and 16th centuries. The 

chancel and the south part of the nave date to the 17th century and it was lengthened in brick in 

the late-18th century.  

The origins of the village probably lie in the Late Saxon period, and pottery from this date has 

been recovered from its environs. Medieval ridge and furrow earthworks have been recorded 

surrounding the village, suggesting that it has not significantly contracted since this period. 

Allington Manor lies directly to the northeast of the churchyard (MLI30144). The house is mid-

17th century (probably dating to c.1660) with Dutch style gables. It fell into significant levels of 

ruin between the 19th and mid-20th century, but has been since restored. Undated earthworks 

have been recorded to the east of the manor house (MLI80077).  

Previous archaeological evidence from Allington is limited to a series of watching briefs on small-

scale groundworks and small-scale evaluation trenching. A watching brief at Dalestorth Farm 

(APS 1999) recorded medieval features containing 10th to 12th century pottery sherds. Trial 

trenching at The Nurseries (PCA 2002) uncovered a refuse pit and ditch containing 11th to 13th 

century pottery and animal bone.  
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2 Results 
3 All work was undertaken in compliance with a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) that was 

prepared for the works (NAL 2022) and with the Grant of Faculty (Appendix 2).  

3.1 Evaluation 

The evaluation consisted of the excavation of four no. 1m x 1m test pits along the route of the 

churchyard pathway (Figure 2). The four test pits were located along the route of the existing 

churchyard pathway leading from the entrance on Bottesford Road to the church. The existing 

path had been heavily eroded and partly overgrown. The test pits were sited to avoid tree roots 

and extant services.  

3.1.1 Test pit 1 

A layer of mid-greyish-brown sandy silt (02) was encountered at a depth of 0.2m. Layer 02 was 

excavated to a depth of 0.2m to achieve the 0.4m depth stipulated within the WSI and 

continued below the level of excavation (Photograph 1). The deposit was sealed by the 0.12m 

thick gravel and sand path (01), which was overlain by a 0.08m thick layer of turf (03). No 

artefacts were recovered from the excavated layers. 

3.1.2 Test pit 2 

Layer 02 was also encountered within Test Pit 2 at a depth of 0.2m and was excavated to a 

depth of 0.2m (Photograph 2). It has been truncated within the southwestern half of the test pit 

by a steep linear northeast-southwest aligned cut (05). Cut 05 was filled by a loose light-

yellowish-brown fine sand with frequent small stone inclusions (06). Fill 06 was excavated to a 

depth of 0.2m to achieve the 0.4m depth stipulated within the WSI and continued below the 

level of excavation. Fill 06 was sealed by the 0.12m thick gravel and sand path (01), which was 

overlain by a 0.08m thick layer of turf (03). No artefacts were recovered from the excavated 

deposits. Evidence of possibly articulated human remains, comprising five ribs and two 

metacarpals, were recorded within layer 02 at a depth of 0.4m.  

3.1.3 Test pit 3 

A natural substrate of light-brownish-yellow sand (04) containing frequent stone and fossil 

inclusions was encountered at a depth of 0.1m. This was a natural deposit and continued below 

the level of excavation (Photograph 3). Layer 04 was sealed by the 0.15m thick gravel and sand 
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path (01), which was overlain by a 0.05m thick layer of turf (03). No artefacts were recovered 

from the excavated layers. 

3.1.4 Test pit 4 

A natural substrate of light-brownish-yellow sand (04) containing frequent stone and fossil 

inclusions was encountered at a depth of 0.1m and continued below the level of excavation 

(Photograph 4). Layer 04 was sealed by a 0.15m thick layer of turf (03). No artefacts were 

recovered from the excavated layers. 

Table 1: Test Pit Depths and Archaeological Findings 

Test Pit Depth (m) Comments 

1 0.4m No archaeological remains 

2 
0.4m Possible boundary wall or ditch recorded at 0.2m depth. Articulated remains 

found at 0.4m depth 

3 0.3m Natural substrate recorded at 0.2m depth 

4 0.25m Natural substrate recorded at 0.15m depth 

 

3.2 Monitoring 

Archaeological monitoring was undertaken on the excavation of the foundation of the new 

pathway leading from the entrance to the church to site access from Bottesford Road. 

Additional, monitoring was undertaken on the route of a conduit trench running partly within 

the footprint of, and partly parallel to the pathway (Figure 3).  

3.2.1 Pathway 

The foundation trench for the new pathway was approximately 1.2m wide and 0.25m deep 

along the entire length (Photographs 5 and 6). Layer 02 was exposed in the base of the trench 

following the removal of the old path (02) and sealed by a thin layer of turf (03). A partial section 

of ceramic drain, probably 19th century, was recorded approximately 3m south of the church 

entrance (07- Photograph 7). A collection of unworked stone was recorded directly outside the 

entrance, likely used to consolidate the existing path (08).  

No artefacts or archaeological features were identified during the excavation of the pathway. A 

small amount of disarticulated human remains was recovered from the excavation. These were 

stored within the church for reburial by the incumbent. 
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3.2.2 Conduit Trench 

The conduit trench was approximately 0.2m wide and 0.4m deep. To the south of the church, 

the route of the conduit trench was excavated through the ceramic drain (08) to minimise 

potential impact on in situ burials (Photograph 8). The same layer of natural sand (04) observed 

during the evaluation was exposed at within the southern half of the conduit trench 

(Photograph 9) following the removal of the old path (02) and the turf (03).  

No disarticulated human remains or artefacts were recovered from the excavation of the 

conduit trench. 

 

3.3 Photographs 

 

Photograph 1: Test pit 1, facing northeast. 
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Photograph 2: Test pit 2 containing feature 05 with possibly in situ human remains (top left), 

facing northeast. 
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Photograph 3: Test pit 3, facing north. 

 

Photograph 4: Test pit 4, facing northeast. 

 

Photograph 5: Stripping of the pathway within the churchyard, facing south 
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Photograph 6: Stripping of the pathway to the southwest of the main access, facing southwest 

 

Photograph 7: Post-medieval drain 07 to the south of the church , facing northeast 
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Photograph 8: Stripping of the conduit to the north of the church, facing south 

 

Photograph 9: Excavation of the conduit trench, facing southwest 

 



Holy Trinity Church, Allington, Lincolnshire 
Archive Report for: Archaeological Evaluation and Monitoring 

 

11 

4 Conclusion 
The first edition Ordnance Survey map (Surveyed 1883-7, Published 1887) of Allington shows 

that the southern half of the PDA was separated from the churchyard by a boundary wall. This 

suggests that the limit of the historic cemetery may not extend across the entire PDA.  

The evaluation of Test Pits 1 and 2 revealed a ubiquitous layer of cemetery soil covering the area 

within the historic churchyard (04). No charnel, or loose, disarticulated bones were recovered 

from this layer during the groundworks. Possible articulated remains were recovered at a depth 

of 0.4m within later 04 within Test Pit 2. The linear cut (05) recorded within Test Pit 2 may 

represent the top of a backfilled grave, or a ditch or foundation trench associated within an 

earlier boundary.  

Test Pits 3 and 4 suggest that the southern half of the land containing the path has been 

landscaped and its level reduced. This has resulted in the natural substrate being directly below 

the c. 0.15m thick turf and topsoil (03).  

The low potential for in situ archaeological remains within deposits less than 0.4m below the 

current ground surface was demonstrated during the archaeological monitoring. This monitoring 

recorded stratigraphy conforming to that identified during the evaluation. The lack of a 

significant number of charnel remains suggests that the burials within this area of the 

churchyard have remained undisturbed by intercutting and may be of lower density than those 

often found within comparable rural churchyards. 

This report confirms that the full programme of Archaeological Evaluation (test pitting) and 

archaeological monitoring was carried out at Holy Trinity Church, Allington, Lincolnshire as 

stipulated in the WSI and the Grant of Faculty. 
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5 Archive 
The archive will be offered to the Bishop of Lincolns’ Registry for retention in the Parish archives 

and to The Collection, Lincoln (Accession: LCNCC : 2023.17). 

Table 2: Archive Quantification 

Archive component Count 

Context registers 2 

Context sheets 9 

Photographic registers 2 

Digital colour photographs 133 

Drawing permatrace sheets (A3) 1 
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Appendix 1 
Context listing 

Context No. Type Fill of / filled by Description 

01 Layer - Existing pathway 

02 Layer - Cemetery soil 

03 Layer - Turf 

04 Layer - Natural substrate 

05 Cut 06 Cut within Test Pit 2 

06 Fill 05 Backfill of cut 05 

07 Structure - Drain 

08 Layer - Layer of stone south of church porch 
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