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Introduction 

This archaeological watching brief on the digging of the trench for a new water pipe was carried out 
for Scottish Water to satisfy the request of the National Trust for Scotland archaeologist.  It was 
undertaken by the author on Monday 12th and Tuesday 13th December 2011 (Site Code PINE01), 
weather conditions were bright and sunny on the first day and very windy and wet on the second. 

Archaeological Background 

In 1761, a garden pavilion was constructed in the grounds of Dunmore Park. Ten years later, on his 
return to Scotland from duties as the Governor of Virginia, the Earl of Dunmore commissioned the 
addition of a huge, 8m high, domed roof in the shape of a pineapple (Gifford and Walker 2002).   

 
Watching Brief 

The digging of a new trench for a water pipe from Garden Cottage to The Pineapple, Dunmore was 

monitored for the presence of archaeological deposits or features.  The beginning of the trench 

adjacent to The Pineapple located a cast iron pipe running against the wall face and encountered 

natural broken white sandstone slabs at a depth of 0.61m below modern ground level.  A similar 

natural deposit was encountered along the entire length of the trench at depths varying from 0.50m 

to 0.70m.  This natural layer was overlain by a deposit of grey brown silty clay.  At one point (marked 

B on Illus 2) a mixed deposit of loose red bricks and mortar waste was uncovered; nothing of 

archaeological interest was exposed. 

Conclusions 

Monitoring of the digging of a new water pipe trench from Garden Cottage to The Pineapple, 

Dunmore located no structures or features of archaeological interest.  
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