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Hair curlers 									Jo Udall





The male fashion for wearing wigs caught on after the Restoration and lasted into the nineteenth century. Natural hair was boiled and baked in a lengthy process to consolidate the curls (Le Cheminant, p.187). They would have been used extensively by wig-makers, but may also have been used for rejuvenating wigs at home (Grew, p.113). Curlers were originally made from pipe-clay, giving way to wood in the late eighteenth/early nineteenth century (Le Cheminant, p.189)





SF5 (200)	A bone-shaped curler, apparently hand-made. The central shaft extends to form two cones with slightly lop-sided, rounded ends. ‘Stroking’ marks are visible on the shaft, a technique used by pipemakers to give a polished effect (Le Cheminant, p.189). The ends appear rough as if ground or filed. It is similar in shape to one dated c.1700 by Le Cheminant (p.188), but there is no central cavity.





SF10 (200)	A curler fragment with a lobed end, possibly formed on a very narrow piece of wire which was then removed drawing the clay outwards to form small lump and a slight tear in the clay. The surface, including the end, has a fine polish. The regularity of shape and the evidence for wire suggests that it may have been moulded in the manner described for clay pipes (Crossley, p.281). It is similar in shape to two examples dated c.1730 and c.1740 by Le Cheminant (p.188).
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