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Overview
OASIS and Historic Building 

Recording
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• What is OASIS supposed to do?
• Why is it useful?
• The mock-up
• Tell us what you think!

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk

Overview
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• Historic England and Historic Environment 
Scotland support the OASIS system and have 
invested in its future development

• It is recognised that in the future OASIS needs 
to be more buildings-friendly.

• To help generate discussion we were 
commissioned to create a mock-up of what a 
new system will look like

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk

Historic Buildings and the new OASIS
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What is OASIS supposed to do?

Fieldwork input Print out Backlog Local

govt

Print outNational agency Backlog

Post

Post
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OASIS is like a transit lounge…

(… and 
currently 
about 
this old 
too!)
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Create once, use many times

Research 
projects

• DES Form
• Radiocarbon Dating
• Canmore

Library of Unpublished Fieldwork 
reports – The ADS Library (2017)

Geophysical Survey 
database

Research Research Research 

Web service

OAI-PMH
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• Currently referred to as the ‘Grey Literature 
Library’ will be re-launched as the ADS Library 
incorporating BIAB this year. 

• Current link: 
http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archives/
view/greylit/

• Future: 
http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/library/

The ADS Library

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archives/view/greylit/
http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/library/
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• Rapid and easy access to information, free-of-
charge
• faster response times (to clients, to requests for 

information)
• Joined-up information 
• National searching
• Thematic  searching
• Better decision-making
• Digitally preserved, archived reports

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk

What’s the benefit?
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Assessment in advance of 
conversion from bookshop to 
sandwich shop (A1 to A3).

Late C17th and c1760, later 
modification to Petergate in 
1771. 
19th Century shop front
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• Thematic searches e.g. ‘Steel’
• Former Corus Steelworks, Tipon
• Former Corus Steelworks, Oldbury, Sandwell
• Former Mary Street Steelworks, Sheffield
• Stocksbridge Steelworks, Sheffield
• The Former Corus Steelworks Site, Workington, 

Cumbria

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk

Themes

http://dx.doi.org/10.5284/1001414
http://dx.doi.org/10.5284/1002213
http://dx.doi.org/10.5284/1030971
http://dx.doi.org/10.5284/1003569
http://dx.doi.org/10.5284/1031898
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• Thematic searches – Churches / Chapels
• Brixworth Church Survey
• Christ Church Spitalfields (crypt) 1984-1987
• Scawby Methodist Chapel, Lincolnshire
• 170 reports on Friends Meeting Houses in 

England (The Architectural History Practice).

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk

Themes

http://dx.doi.org/10.5284/1035165
http://dx.doi.org/10.5284/1000367
http://dx.doi.org/10.5284/1037859
http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archives/view/greylit/browse.cfm?unit=Architectural%20History%20Practice%20Ltd











































